
CAMPANELLI 
Frequently asked questions about the  

Chinese Immersion Program in School District 54 
 

Q What are District 54’s goals in relation to the Chinese Immersion Program?  
A The goals are as follows. 

● District 54 will en su re th e su ccess of th e wh ole ch ild  by provid in g compreh en sive approach es 
an d  p rogrammin g, groun ded  in  th e belief th at each  ch ild  deserves to  be Health y, Safe, 
En gaged, Su pported  an d  Ch allen ged . 

● District 54 will perform in  th e top  10% of all sch ools in  read in g an d  math  growth  an d  
p roficien cy as measu red  by state  an d  local assessmen ts. 

● District 54 will close th e ach ievemen t gap  for all stu den ts in  readin g an d  math  as measured  by 
state  an d  local assessmen ts. 

Th e Ch in ese Immersion  Program also  embraces th e District 54 Equity & Inclusion Vision Statement:  

In  District 54, we will p romote a cu ltu re  of u n con d ition al belon gin g in  wh ich  all stu den ts, staff an d  
commu n ity members will be treated  with  d ign ity. We will en su re h igh  levels of access to  
resources, experien ces an d  su ccess. In  District 54, we strive to  en su re th at all stu den ts, staff, an d  
commu n ity members are  
● Safe, welcome an d  cared  for; 
● Heard , validated  an d  supported; an d  
● Represen ted  in  cu rricu lu m an d  staffin g. 

 
Q What are the expectations of the Chinese Immersion Program?  
A Stu den ts will be ab le  to  

● Perform academically at grade level in  two lan gu ages commen surate  with  th eir mon olin gu al 
En glish -speakin g peers;  

● Use two lan guages comfortably an d  effectively in  social situ ation s appropriate  for th eir age 
level; 

● Commu n icate  effectively th rou gh  read in g an d  writin g in  two lan gu ages at a level appropriate  
for th eir age; an d  

● Demon strate  an  appreciation  of cu ltu ral d iversity an d  cross-cu ltu ral competen ce across a 
variety of social situ ation s. 

 
Q What if I change my mind after my child is in the program and want to pull them out?  
A Sin ce acqu irin g bilin gual p roficien cy is a lon g-term  process an d  available  space for families is 

lim ited , paren ts are  asked  to  commit to  program participation  for at least a fu ll year. Wh en  a ch ild  
is pu lled  from th e program, th at space is immediately made availab le  for th e n ext stu den t in  th e 
app lication  pool. Con sequ en tly, th ere  is n o  gu aran tee of re-admittan ce. 
 

Q What are the benefits for my child in the Chinese Immer sion Program? 
A Your ch ild  will develop  Ch in ese as a secon d  lan gu age at an  early age wh ile  con tin u in g to  grow in  

En glish . Your ch ild  will learn  appropriate  academic skills wh ile  developin g bilin gu al p roficien cy. 
Moreover, you r ch ild  will develop  social skills th at allow th em to  develop  cross-cu ltu ral 
frien dsh ips. Brain  research  h as sh own  th at b ilin gu al speakers h ave th e opportu n ity to  develop  
more cogn itive flexib ility th rou gh  th eir b ilin gualism .



Q What are the criteria f or admission into the program?  
A The Chinese Immersion Program is open to all families in District 54, with priority in admission 

given to the children who live within the Campanelli boundaries and to siblings of students in the 
Chinese Immersion program. If there is more interest than available space, students will be placed 
in an application pool and invited into the program as openings become available. New residents 
with children at any grade level may request their children receive a language assessmen t to 
determine if the child’s Chinese language proficiency is at an appropriate level for entry into the 
program. The child’s will be added to the application pool if appropriate. Due to the immersion 
nature of Chinese language instruction, monolingual stu dents will only be admitted at the 
kindergarten and first -grade levels. 

 

Q Will my child progress through the general education curriculum at a slower rate than children in 
traditional classes because they are learning in Chinese too?  

A No. The Chinese Immersion classes implement School District 54’s curriculum at the same rate a s 
other classes. Through careful scaffolding and interactive approaches, children learn the academic 
content while developing their respective languages. National studies have shown that children in 
Chinese Immersion programs, as a group, perform as well o r better than their respective peers on 
achievement tests in math, reading and writing. Assessment results of Chinese Immersion 
students in School District 54 show the same outcome.  

 

Q What is the difference between Chinese Immersion and Dual Language?  
A Dual Language classes at the elementary level are composed of approximately 50% English or 

other language proficient students and 50% Spanish or Japanese -proficient students. Chinese 
Immersion is a one -way immersion experience where the vast majority of st udents have no prior 
experience or proficiency in the Chinese language. Dual Language and Chinese Immersion 
teachers and the English partner teachers foster high academic achievement by teaching the two 
target languages through content. These programs seek  to develop academic and cultural 
competence and bilingualism for students from kindergarten through eighth grade.  

 

Q Who are the teachers for these classes? What qualifications do they have?  
A Chinese Immersion teachers have the Illinois certification nee ded to be considered highly 

qualified. Target language teachers have native or near -native proficiency in English and Chinese. 
Chinese Immersion partner teachers work together to implement effective teaching strategies.  
 

Q Will my child learn to read and w rite in English or Chinese first?  
A Children are taught to read, write, listen and speak simultaneously in both English and Chinese 

using a balanced literacy approach. Students will continue to increase their proficiency in Chinese 
and English as they prog ress through the grade levels.  
 

Q Will my child have the same classmates every year? Will that lead to social isolation?  
A Your child will be with essentially the same classmates from kindergarten through sixth grade. 

However, grade -level teams collaborate  to include all students in projects, field trips, recess and 
extracurricular activities. Chinese Immersion students have opportunities to interact with all 
students at their grade. Chinese Immersion classes will continue at Addams Junior High School.  
 

Q Can I observe one of the classes in the Chinese Immersion Program before making my decision?  
A We welcome you to visit Campanelli at 11:45 a.m. on Monday Feb. 3 or at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 4. 

For questions, you may call the school and speak to Principal Amy Houlihan at (847) 357-5333. 


