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Comment 1 
 
Dear D54 School Board Members,  
 
Many districts across the country have adopted measures that specifically target COVID (and other 
respiratory viruses) by ventilating/cleaning the air. Mitigations that focus on surface cleaning are 
great, in general, but not particularly helpful when considering a virus that spreads via aerosols. 
Plus, Delta’s viral load is 1000x higher than the original strain, aerosols can linger in the air for 
hours, and infection can occur in seconds rather than minutes.  
 
Based on the recommendations of the CDC, as well as prominent research institutions (e.g. Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Harvard’s T. H. Chan School of Public Health, 
University of Minnesota’s Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy), districts - even some 
in Chicagoland - have invested in portable HEPA filters that capture viral aerosols and other 
particles (e.g. dust, pollen, mold). This is especially useful in cafeterias, gyms, music rooms, etc. 
They also recommend MERV 13 filters, a minimum of five air changes per hour, opening outdoor 
air dampers, running exhaust fans, and opening windows in classrooms/on buses. In addition, 
carbon dioxide monitors can help assess air quality and determine whether there is sufficient 
ventilation. The CDC even encourages outdoor lunches, if possible.  
 
Interestingly, there is evidence that ameliorating school building air quality with these measures has 
benefits unrelated to COVID (e.g. improving air quality for those with allergy/asthma and even 
enhancing academic performance). There’s really no downside. I know that schools received federal 
funding meant for air quality improvements, and I believe that additional grants are available. I 
would even be willing to help write grants, as I have successfully obtained several large federal 
grants for my employer over the years.  
 
I’m not sure which measures D54 has adopted, but I am voicing my support for focusing on these 
types of mitigations. I think it’s especially important for D54, as kids are removing masks for 
extended periods to eat in their classrooms.  
 
These are some helpful links related to this topic: 
 
CDC updated info: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/ventilation.html 
 
Recommendations for schools (written for Colorado schools but applicable anywhere, obviously): 
https://www.cpr.org/2021/08/27/colorado-schools-covid-air-filtration 
 
Harvard’s tool for assessing ventilation:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/ventilation.html
https://www.cpr.org/2021/08/27/colorado-schools-covid-air-filtration


https://schools.forhealth.org/covid-19-tools 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/13/well/covid-indoor-air-quality.html 
 
Dr. Jessica Pacione 
 
Comment 2 
 
I support stringent COVID mitigation efforts in our district including mandatory vaccination, mask 
mandates, outdoor lunches, and robust ventilation. Additionally, given that COVID positivity in 
Illinois has risen from 1% in July to currently 5%, I think the board should consider moving back to 
a virtual meeting to protect the board from the anti-mask political activists that attend in person 
board meetings. 
 
Tom Coughlin 
 

https://schools.forhealth.org/covid-19-tools
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/13/well/covid-indoor-air-quality.html

