
Public Comments for August 4, 2021 
District 54 School Board Meeting 

 
 
Received July 17, 2021  
 
Comment 1 
I am not sure if this topic is going to be discussed at the next board meeting, but I think masks should be required in grade 
schools in District 54 since kids 12 and under are ineligible for vaccines.  Some parents seem to believe that it should be their 
choice if their kids are masked or not, however the fact that they do not worry about their kids does not stop their kids from 
spreading the virus to kids whose parents do care about their kids getting sick.  Since virtual learning will not really be an 
option in the fall, masking should also not be optional. 
 
Adam Pajerski 

 
 
Received July 20, 2021 
 
Comment 2 
Please make face masks for kids as optional; not required in schools. 
 
Agnes Piorek 

 
 
Received July 21, 2021 
 
Comment 3 
Will kids still be masked during school hours while on the school campus? Can we sign a petition to unmask our kids? 
 
Marta Strynkowski 

 
 
Received July 24, 2021 
 
Comment 4 
We are writing to the Board to strongly encourage District 54 to mandate mask wearing for students and staff to start the 
2021-2022 school year and for as long as expert guidance recommends it. It does not need to be restated how much we have 
all gone through in the last year. District 54 did a wonderful job in adapting to changing circumstances and doing everything 
possible to provide all students with a safe and meaningful education during a trying year. As we move toward what we hope 
is the final stretch of this pandemic, we are asking District 54 to remain vigilant and help keep our children healthy. We 
understand that masks are not ideal, but compared to where we were last year, wearing masks is a miniscule price to pay to 
have all of our students in school, learning together. By requiring masks, District 54 can continue to be a force for ending the 
pandemic rather than potentially breathing new life into it. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Matt & Lauren Saternus  

 
 
Received July 28, 2021 
 
Comment 5 
We request you to kindly reconsider virtual school options for elementary kids in their base school environment (like last 
year). 
 
Ramapriya Ganesan  

 
  



Received July 31, 2021 
 
Comment 6 
We would love to send our kids back to in-person class but at the same time we would like to keep our kids safe and healthy. 
As Delta variant cases are increasing and to keep all the kids and all the school’s staff safe, can we consider keeping a remote 
option open until the end of this year? 
 
Apurva Mehta  

 
Received August 2, 2021 
 
Comment 7 
Thank you for the work you have all being doing throughout the pandemic to make the best decisions possible for our 
students! We hope you are considering making masks mandatory in schools for fall 2021 because the majority of students are 
not yet eligible for vaccination. Information available so far on the delta variant seems to underscore the importance of 
children masking. 
 
Thank you for the time and energy the school board and administrators have devoted to making the best decisions for our 
children. I'd like to add my voice to the conversation about safety in the 2021-2022 school year. My husband and I have 
children who attend SD54 schools, and we are in favor of mandatory masks for students this coming school year. We are 
concerned about the potential increase in COVID cases and subsequent quarantines if masks are not required in our schools. 
We think the American Academy of Pediatrics guidelines seem prudent. 
 
We also support the formation of a staff committee, if one does not already exist, that includes teachers to make 
recommendations/give suggestions on safety protocol for next school year. The teachers are the ones who will be "on the 
front lines" and are most directly affected by decisions about safety procedures; it seems to follow that the educators should 
contribute to this conversation and to decisions made that will affect them daily. I think their ideas should be incorporated 
into whatever plan is put into place. 
 
Thank you for the work you are doing during this unprecedented time and thank you for your consideration. 
 
Elizabeth Clarke  

 
Received August 3, 2021 
 
Comment 8 
Please make masks mandatory in elementary schools. None of the kids are vaccinated obviously under 12 and it would be a 
huge disaster to have to keep my 8 year old at home again. My other son who is one has medical issues and I do everything to 
protect him from getting the virus. Masks need to be worn by everyone in schools!!!  
 
Kelly Moeller  

 
 
Comment 9 
Good evening. With all due respect I think anything less than masking our children will be a disaster. Coming from someone 
who is immunocompromised, has a son who is immunocompromised and a partner who is as well, hearing the rationale 
behind not masking anybody is absolutely insane. Let’s follow the science and keep not only our kids safe but their families 
as well. Nobody wants this to go on any longer but with the option of virtual off the table this is the only line of defense to 
keep our kids, staff and families safe. I am begging you, I do not want to see my child or any others on a vent because of 
something that could have been prevented. Please vote for mandated masks. Please. 
 
Rose Boccia 

 
 
Comment 10 
In order to ensure the safety of our children who are not eligible for a COVID vaccine at this time, we would request that all 
K-6 schools at minimum require all individuals at the school premises to be masked. It's unfair to expose these children to a 
risk in their school environment. 
 
Rashmi Grover 
Comment 11 
Please make masks mandatory for everyone’s safety. 



 
Shruti Chandran  

 
 
Comment 12 
Thank you for all your hard work and dedication last year and in preparing for the upcoming school year. The teachers and 
support staff have all done an amazing job and should be commended. I am writing to urge you to follow the advice of 
experts such as the American Academy of Pediatrics and continue to require students and staff to wear masks in schools. 
Most kids in the district cannot be vaccinated and there is now an even more contagious variant. If the district ends up going 
against science and common sense, I will not be able to send my child to school as he has some health issues making him at 
higher risk. It wouldn’t be fair to kids like him to be stuck learning at home for another year. His best opportunity to learn 
and socialize is in the classroom, but not at the risk of his health. Please do the right thing and require masks. It’s the only 
option that makes sense.  
 
Jennifer Ziolko  

 
 
Comment 13 
It would be the height of irresponsibility not to require masks this school year, especially in elementary schools where the 
students cannot be vaccinated, particularly now that virtual students aren't allowed and with Delta raging and so many 
children getting sick. We have no idea of the long-term consequences of the virus (and viruses do often have consequences 
that show up years later, unlike vaccines) in children. Masking is not a personal choice, it is a public health decision. And if it 
isn't mandatory at the VERY least for everyone who isn't vaccinated (with verification that those eligible are indeed 
vaccinated), then I will be homeschooling my unvaccinated children this year. 
 
Jennifer Karsbaek 

 
 
Comment 14 
As parents of SD54 students, I am in favor of children going to school with masks, at least until children under 12 are 
vaccinated. My oldest daughter is fully vaccinated but my 2 younger kids are under 12 years old. Also my second daughter 
has multiple food allergies and a weak immune system. 
 
Nam Huynh  

 
 
Comment 15 
First, thank you for your commitment to serving local students and families. Your role isn't an easy one, especially during 
these times, and I appreciate your service. I am writing to express my preference for required masking indoors as we start the 
new school year. Hopefully, this precaution will not be needed all year long, but with the surge of the Delta variant, it seems 
best at this time to proceed with caution. I'd also like to encourage the practice of students eating lunch outdoors when 
weather permits. I trust you'll make a decision that is backed by science and in the best interest of our children's health.   
 
Jenny Morales  

 
 
Comment 16 
As parents of two children in SD54 schools, we implore you to safeguard the district's children from COVID-19 as they 
return to in-person school this August. It is imperative to require the layered approach that has been shown to keep school 
transmission rates low. A universal mask requirement is a critical component in this layered approach against rising COVID-
19 infection rates, which threaten in-person learning altogether. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have insisted that in-person 
learning is superior for the academic and social development of children; however, the benefits of in-person learning are only 
as good as our ability to keep schools open. Universal masking must be required until a vaccine is available to students under 
the age of 12; a large number of students, staff, and teachers are vaccinated; and local COVID-19 metrics are at consistently 
low levels. 

The Delta variant is here and more likely than earlier forms of the virus to cause breakthrough infections; as a result, 
vaccinated individuals are at risk and have the ability to spread the virus. In addition, it has been reported that the Delta 
variant is more transmissible than prior variants and with a higher viral load. Healthy individuals may become infected with 
the virus in less time than with earlier variants when just briefly encountering an infected person. Furthermore, tell-tale 



symptoms of the earlier variants are no longer the case with the Delta variant. Some of the most common symptoms include 
sore throat and runny nose, which is alarming when a large number of students attend school with “just a runny nose” or “just 
a cold” in peak cold and flu season. 

We're urging the SD54 Board of Education to listen to the medical experts: masks should be worn in schools. Without masks 
and vaccinations, we would be opening our schools up to significant outbreaks and putting our children, their education, the 
school staff, and our community at risk. 

Michael and Debbie Urman 
 

 
Comment 17 
I am flabbergasted that there is even a debate regarding masks. The American Association of Pediatrics and the CDC have 
clearly stated their support for masking. Furthermore, on 7/28, the ISBE announced, “Illinois fully aligns with new CDC 
masking recommendations.” Public schools are compulsory, and in-person learning is now mandated. Therefore, D54 must 
protect its most vulnerable children by making evidenced-based, data-driven decisions.  
 
While I’m not a virologist or epidemiologist, I am a biologist who specializes in quality of life research and have been 
following the latest peer-reviewed studies.  
 
My concern is that the studies from the 2020-2021 school year are not applicable. Unlike last year, schools will be at full-
capacity with little spacing. In addition, Delta has a 1000x higher viral load than the wild-type Wuhan strain. Dr. Prather, an 
atmospheric chemist from UC-San Diego, reported that aerosols only need to be inhaled for roughly 1 second for infection to 
occur. The 6 ft rule is ineffective with a hyper-transmissible airborne virus (aerosolized particles distribute evenly across the 
room and can linger for 2+ hours). Even removing masks for lunch will be risky. Also, it should be noted that cloth masks are 
less effective against Delta, and N95s or KF94s are recommended (see Harvard epidemiologist, Dr. Eric Feigl-Ding).  
 
Kids are at more risk now than one year ago. The reports coming out of the UK (and now the south) regarding pediatric 
hospitalizations are alarming. This week, Stanford MD Dr. Caballero stated that hospitalizations have doubled in the last 30 
days, and kids are getting sicker, faster. Sure, many kids without pre-existing conditions will likely have mild or 
asymptomatic *acute* infections. However, COVID infects cells & impacts the brain (so it is really more like Chicken pox in 
terms of remaining in the system). 
 
Current estimates suggest that roughly 1 in 5 of diagnosed cases (for both adults and kids) result in lingering (or delayed) 
issues. Survival is not the only relevant outcome when considering children who have 80+ years ahead of them. At this point, 
there is evidence that the initial infection triggers POTS, blood clots, MCAS, Raynaud’s, structural brain changes/gray matter 
atrophy, organ dysfunction, lung scarring, strokes, diabetes, etc. Our country’s leading pediatric hospitals (Cleveland, U of 
Michigan, Omaha, etc.) have opened long-hauler/MIS-C clinics. In fact, U of Michigan’s pediatric pulmonologist, Dr. 
Lumeng, stated that most of their patients were previously healthy and initially had mild/asymptomatic cases that didn’t even 
require outpatient care.  
 
Finally, I hope that the parents of SD54 don’t rely on prior infection as a safety net. Preliminary evidence suggests that 
natural antibodies/prior infection provides little protection against Delta. This was recently published in the journal Nature & 
summarized in a MIT Medical article. Severe reinfections are driving some outbreaks.  
 
I’ll end with this quote by Dr. Mark Kline, Physician-in-Chief at Children’s Hospital New Orleans stated, “I'm a pediatric 
infectious disease specialist by training...I have been working in pandemic and epidemic diseases for my entire career and I 
have to tell you I am as worried today about children as I have ever been. This virus, the Delta variant of COVID, is every 
infectious disease specialist and epidemiologist's worst nightmare… now that the Delta variant has emerged it has become 
very clear that children are being heavily impacted by this organism.” 
 
I urge SD54 to follow the guidance of the experts. Masks are the primary protective measure available and should be required 
until all students have had *the opportunity* to be fully vaccinated.  
 
Dr. Jessica Whitham Pacione 

 
Comment 18 
I am the parent of a 5th grade student in District 54. I will not be able to attend the meeting in person because of safety 
reasons. I understand this meeting is about the potential of this year being masks optional or mandated. Let me tell you about 
a 10 year old. About 2.5 years ago our daughter got very sick. She was just a healthy 7 year old enjoying life. After 29 days 
of being in the hospital and no diagnosis, 1 doctor saved her life. She was diagnosed with 2 extremely rare, life-threatening 
diseases. We have done everything in our power to protect her and will not stop now. She is currently in remission and 



deserves to have every opportunity that every other child gets. That involves going to school where she can be safe and feel 
safe. Masks work. We were wearing them before COVID to keep her safe. There is still no vaccine available for this age 
group. I’m asking the board to take into consideration they immunocompromised and the children with someone at high risk 
at home while making their vote. When and if the vaccine becomes available, if masks are optional I would ask that there is 
ample time for each parent to get the vaccine for their child and the time frame needed between and after the vaccine.  
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sheila Simon  

 
Received August 4, 2021 
 
Comment 19 
Please, protect our kids. Let’s believe the science and the common sense that masks do NO harm to the wearer, and they 
prevent the spread of a deadly virus. Care for your neighbors. This is NOT an “individual choice,” as it is YOUR mask that 
protects my kids and MY kids’ masks that protect your kid. Children can show no symptoms and still be carrying the illness 
which will kill a classmate who has medical complications. Please have a heart, and wear masks. If you say you care at all, if 
you think of yourself as kind, you know this is right. We are asking so little to protect the lives of our precious ones. Thank 
you. 
 
Gina R. 

 
Comment 20 
Regarding mask requirements for school children, I am in favor of it until a much higher percentage of the country is 
vaccinated. My 2 grandkids go to school, and I live, in District 54. With all that is going on in the news today - Delta variant, 
vaccine breakthrough, large numbers unvaccinated - it would be foolhardy to relax masking requirements. We are in the 4th 
wave of the virus and each wave corresponds to relaxing the rules. What harm is there in continuing to wear masks? It’s such 
a simple thing that minimizes infected people infecting others. Since it affects the community, it is not a matter of personal 
choice. 
  
Eric Ziolko 

 
Comment 21 
Hello, I am a parent of a 2nd grader in District 54 - Fairview. I am writing this after JB Pritzker has mandated masks in 
schools. I am very happy that we will now be able to send our children to school safely this year. Additional action must be 
taken to help in these measures such as HEPA filters in the classrooms, no shared school supplies, and lunch outdoors or 
possibly offsite lunch that will help keep the number of children in the classroom with masks off to a minimum. I appreciate 
your continued efforts to keep our children safe in school. Thank you 
 
Kassi Warner 
 

 
Comment 22 
As elected school board officials, your responsibility is to represent the children and parents who comprise the SD54 district. 
I’m sure you want what is best for the children. What is the best for them? If you believe that wearing masks is in their best 
interest, what data supports breathing recycled air in a dirty mask as something we should want for our kids? If you actually 
research you will find that OSHA has done studies that conclude that the masks do not help and that mask wearing should be 
limited. 
 
Constance Kloster 


