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Comment 1 
I would like to know what District 54 is doing in the classrooms to keep the students and staff 
safe. Besides social distance and masks, separating desks and such, with the surplus of funds 
the district has, why hasn't plexiglass dividers been installed between desks to allow more 
students in the classroom? The government had been providing PPE to the schools so there 
should be plenty of money for additional measures to be put in place. If parents are more aware 
of all the precautions the district is putting in place then more families would feel safer allowing 
their kids to return in person. But the district has to do more!  
 
Lisa Kersting  

 
Comment 2 
Please reinstate 5 day in-person learning. The kids need to be in school. Teachers have access 
to vaccines, and parents have a choice to send their kids to school. The same exposure risks 
they consider daily: a trip to Target, traveling on an airplane, meeting with friends and family, or 
a visit to the dentist. It's difficult for the teachers to teach in person and remote at the same time. 
The kids don't like being in a room with a teacher with headphones/ ipad, and a loud monitor 
overhead blasting the sound. Please dedicate remote teachers and allow them to teach via 
technology,  and in person teachers to teach without zoom to a live class. Other districts have 
this figured out, why can't we? I have been told it was a district decision to not change because 
of the bond the child and teacher made. I love our teachers and so do my kids, but if this means 
they don't need to zoom in class ... I would be happy with any of the teachers the district 
provides. Kids are resilient. I think they have proven that over the last year. Please look to help 
the children with a quality in person education, and put them first.  Thank you. 
 
Kelly Deady  

 
Comment 3 
We are very disappointed in SD54. Kids are struggling, they need to be back in school. You 
proved to us that our kids are not your priority. All the data is showing that school can be run 
safely and still we are stuck inside in front of computers. Do you know how damaging this is for 
the kids? I have to hold my tears every time they are telling how bored they are, how they want 
to go back to school. In what world do we live in? We are begging you on our $$$ to take our 
kids back to school? In what world do we live in that kids are getting F grades when they are 9!!!  
Shame on you! I hope that all of you that did not fight for us, kids and parents, will be replaced 
in the next board voting!!! 
 
Elisabeta Teodoru  

 
 



Comment 4 
There is talk in a Facebook group that parents want to have different teachers for in person vs 
stay at home and if this is forced on the board or you feel you need to do this it will be a terrible 
decision for those students at home. It should not be a sacrifice to one choice of students for 
another. Teaching should stay the same regardless of choice. 
 
Karyn Wesley 

 
Comment 5 
You need to work harder at finding a solution to get our kids back to in person learning. It is 
unacceptable that you still have not figured out a way when we are heading into the month of 
February. Adding another day to every other week is unacceptable. There are plenty of parents 
that have opted to keep their kids at home for various personal choices during the pandemic 
which I’m sure is at least 50% of the district judging by comments on social media and various 
sources. Since the hybrid children are still learning on zoom while they are in school there is no 
reason you can’t utilize all the classrooms in each school to handle “overflow” students if there 
are more children in one classroom from one day to another deemed “safe” by IDPH. Our kids 
need human contact, they are not meant to be on a zoom/Chromebook all day. Other schools 
outside the district/the state have made it work so I’m baffled as to why the board members 
have yet to come up with an acceptable solution for the parents that want their kids in school. It 
just seems like more time is being spent on how to keep the kids in remote learning vs in 
person. The measures you are taking are overkill. Children won’t be able to take a vaccine for 
quite some time, not that I plan on giving my child such a new/rushed vaccine anytime soon but 
I hope that’s not what you are waiting on to open up the schools the way it was before the 
pandemic. Our kids are suffering emotionally and academically because I know my child is 
going to be far behind when he starts junior high in the fall. He needs one in one teaching to 
keep him focused and on point. I cringe to think of how “lost” he is going to be when he starts 
school in the fall. It’s not fair to him, his classmates or us the parents. We need to salvage 
what’s left of the school year and get the kids back to school 5 days a week, not 5 days every 2 
weeks.  
 
Renee Spirek  

 
Comment 6 
Adding a 3rd day every other week is just crazy, not just for the poor kids that don’t understand 
why they cannot be in school when other children can but for the parents!!! First how can we 
explain the kids why every other Wednesday they can attend school and second to let our 
bosses know that every other Wednesday we need to stay home! This is ridiculous and it is not 
any more a matter of safety! Put our children back in school where they need to be, as well as 
the teachers!! 
 
Luliana Paraschiv  

 
 



Comment 7 
Thank you to all the teachers and staff for all their work and commitment shown during this hard 
time. Unfortunately our kids life has been affected more by this virus, and I am talking about 
their mental state; kids need to be surrounded by kids, they need to interact, build relationships, 
socialize, learn from their peers, friends, colleagues! My 5th grader started in person school this 
year and she has been so happy. She even wrote me a Thank you note to me and my husband, 
telling us that she was so very happy to be back in class and meeting her teacher, which like all 
the teachers, has been an amazing support for our kids! Going back full time in class would be a 
great benefit for our kids, so please take into consideration this matter! Let’s find proper 
solutions for everybody: those who want to stay at home- to continue remote; those who commit 
to be back in class, to continue normal class activity, abandon the zoom meetings, and allow the 
teacher to do his job as he’s supposed to, keeping social distancing in place. For sure this 
change will be an improvement for the teachers as well! Thank you and let’s be all Safe! 
 
Marcela Naste  

 
Submitted January 28, 2021 
 
Comment 8 
Good evening, I am a mother of two boys: senior in high school and 5th grade elementary 
school. Both taking hybrid. I am very unhappy with what is happening in our district. I also run a 
small daycare in our town and I have never closed. I think about these little children, their 
families, my employees and my family. I provide services to privately paying working families. 
We follow the IDHS and DCFS guidelines. (No way social distancing for 2 -3 years old.) 
Everything is good and nothing bad happened. But my own children have become very lazy, 
have no goal, stopped smiling and are very nervous. Instead, they learned how to play games 
and watch TV during lessons and how to cheat during tests. That was the goal of our district .... 
maybe it will help them in adulthood. 
 
Sylvia Lidecki  

 
Comment 9 
I wanted to thank the Board and the administration for this special meeting. I will continue to 
fight for my kids and kids in our community. I feel that kids need to be in person learning five 
days a week, every week. Families that chose to stay remote can stay remote but families that 
want kids to learn in person should have that right. Schools can be open and stay open safely 
as MANY neighboring schools have proven. Also, with kids going back to school 5 days in 
person I would want to see a dedicated teacher that’s teaching in person kids. One of the 
reasons that kids need to be in person is the fact that they SHOULD NOT be zooming and 
watching the screen for 7 hours. Let the classroom teacher be THEIR teacher and remote 
classes can be taught by a different teacher, as it was planned at the beginning of the 
pandemic. Let’s all continue to move forward. 
 
Aneta Jop  



 
Comment 10 
Please consider open school for 5 days. Please get back to the in person learning without 
chrome book or iPads. My younger son spent the whole day in front of the screen, he never  
finishes his work during school time so he is finishing after school sometimes takes him extra 3-
4 hours, he doesn’t have time for anything else that school work. He needs to be at school to 
learn from his teacher, not the screen. Please make it easier on the teacher and kids. 
 
Anita Trzaskacz  

 
Comment 11 
Good morning, I wanted to share my opinion on remote learning. My son is currently enrolled in 
Dirksen Elementary in 6th grade. Although he has been doing ok, and understands the program  
and assignments I have noticed he has changed drastically. He has been moody, annoyed 
easily, sleepy and tired all the time. Has no energy to do something other than sitting and 
watching TV. He also developed issues with sleeping at night. Now, some of you might think he 
is becoming a teenager and hence the mood swings but my son has always been a funny and 
loving kid and now he has been completely different. He isolates himself, he has trouble 
communicating with other kids. I asked him today how he feels about remote - he responded - "I 
am sad.” I know his teacher does everything she can to make it better for her kids but that's not 
enough. Kids should be at school, experiencing everything, being goofy and funny and spending 
time with their friends. So please let our kids come back to school full time. Also my son is in 
Group B for Hybrid - it seems this group is disadvantaged. For example this week we had snow 
day - group B could not attend school in person on Tuesday, in February we have conferences - 
where Friday is a day off - again group B won't be able to attend class in person. How can this 
be resolved? This should not be an issue - but it is. My son, and other kids are looking forward 
to having the ability to attend school in person and with each week this ability is being taken 
away. Thank you. 
 
Agata Opoka  

 
Comment 12 
We need our elementary/middle schools to open 5 days in a week without zoom for those who 
want it. Our kids missed out enough of in person learning. We don't want Zoom in person!  It 
has been almost a year!!! Our kids need some normalcy in their lives. Thank you!  
 
Maggie Szynalik  

 
  



Comment 13 
Hello, my child is in 2nd grade and already hates school. She learned more in kindergarten than 
through hybrid learning. This week was so bad that I wrote to her teacher that she will not fully 
participate in online learning anymore. She has become more aggressive, is losing respect 
towards my husband and I and cries every day that she does not want to be on the IPad 
anymore. We need to send our children back to school for 5 days. When in school she is in a 
class with 3 other children and the other days there are 3 children. Why can’t they be in school 
for 5 days? If other school districts and private schools can do it with so many kids in class, why 
can’t we? If this continues I rather send her to private school than pay for her therapy that was 
caused by e-learning. Please do what our children want and put politics aside. They are our 
future. 
 
Justyna Milewski  

 
Comment 14 
Please let our kids go back to school full time. It's time to go back to normal school routine. My 
daughter is in 6th grade and she has been a great student. It's not the case this year. She has 
hard time to pay attention when on zoom. Her test scores are much lower than before and I'm 
afraid she will have a difficult time in junior high next year. Please consider reopening the 
school. 
 
Monika Milewski  

 
Comment 15 
Thank you teachers for your dedication and commitment to your students. And for continually 
adjusting and realigning your curriculum through this fluid situation.   
 
Amy Spizzirri  

 
Comment 16 
Hi my name is Sean and I am a 4th grader at Nerge. Please let us go back to school, I get 
bored at home and miss my friends. Learning at school is easier cause I have my teacher there 
and my friends to work with. Sometimes on Zoom when we have breakout rooms the kids just 
don't show up or act crazy and then I just have to work alone. When we are at school kids can 
work together. I also miss getting to play with my friends at recess.  
 
Sean Stendardo  

 
  



Comment 17 
My kids need to be back in school full time. My youngest one who has DS can't do it anymore at 
home. She is stressed, angry, sad, depressed. She refused to attend her zooms many times. 
She used to love school, now she's saying that she hates school because it's e-learning.  
 
Anna Mieczkowski  

 
Comment 18 
It’s been almost a year since the schools have been closed. Kids are struggling academically. 
I’ve been tutoring my child (luckily, I have a teaching background) and without my tutoring she 
would have struggled. This is a big deal for me and my child (7th grader) because this fall she 
will take the placement test for high school. What is being done to help kids who need an extra 
help? A year went by and school district still haven’t figured out any plan for additional tutoring 
for kids who need it.  
 
Barbara Okoniewska 

 
Comment 19 
Thank you to all of our D54 Board, Administration, Teachers and Staff. We appreciate all you 
are doing for us and the broader D54 community: keeping our kids safe and healthy while still 
doing everything you can to ensure our kids' social, emotional and educational success during 
these unprecedented times. As a family, we have made the very hard decision to keep our kids 
with remote learning, to help mitigate family health concerns. This decision was extremely hard 
to make but was done so with the very strong guidance, assurance, both written and verbal 
communication from District 54 that the remote learning approach and set up would not change 
for remote kids; that remote kids would keep their same teachers, classes and educational set-
up.  While I fully understand and respect each families' decision (to go back into school or stay 
remote), it is imperative that we treat all students equally, not sacrificing or disadvantaging one 
group over another by possibly changing the learning and educational set up for remote kids. 
Our D54 goal is to consistently "Ensure all our students success." Any potential change to the 
remote students' learning or educational set up (changing teachers, classes, etc) would 
severely impact the already restricted learning and education they've been getting during this 
time. Changing anything for them at this point in the school year, is just further disadvantaging 
them. We understand that it was our choice to keep our kids remote, but again that decision 
was made with the intentional understanding from D54 that nothing would change for them. 
Should the district potentially need to change something for remote students (i.e., different 
teachers), remote families should then be given the option to send their kids back into school to 
maintain the same continuity of learning with their same teachers, same classes, as their in-
school peers are getting. As you review the numbers of kids' returning back to school and make 
decisions for in-school learning, I implore you to equally think about the remote kids; keeping 
their learning structure as-is, not changing teachers, classes, etc for these students, that would 
cause additional social, emotional and educational concerns for them. 
 
Shalini Gibson 



 
 
District 54 also received one anonymous comment. As stated on our public comment form, 
anonymous comments are not published as part of the public record for the board meeting. 
 


