
Board Meeting Public Comments – January 14, 2021 
 
Submitted January 12, 2021 
 
Comment 1 
The emails that went out to parents on 1/6 said that a return to full in person learning won’t 
happen until phase 5. Why was this decided? There’s nothing in the Restore Illinois plan that 
says schools need to stick with a hybrid option until the state is in phase 5. 
 
I listened to the entire Dec 10th meeting, including the update on all the area covid metrics.    
The administration’s presentations still seem to be ignoring the most important data, which is 
the private school’s experiences. We should now have over 4 months of data from private 
schools doing full time in person teaching. Why aren’t these details part of the presentations?     
I heard comments from the administration and school board such as “we are in uncharted 
territory here” … “nobody has provided a blueprint for handling this” (I’m paraphrasing here, but 
I’m close). Why aren’t the private school experiences presented and discussed instead of the 
area covid metrics? Why isn’t the school board asking for this information? For every staffing 
concern, health concern, or cleaning concern that comes up, shouldn’t somebody have some 
information and an answer on how the private schools have successfully handled this? It’s 
starting to sound like SD54 doesn’t want to admit they’ve been too cautious or that the private 
schools have handled this better than they have. The only mention I heard the entire hour on 
Dec. 10th from the administration or board regarding parochial schools was one comment 
stating something like (again paraphrasing) “parochial schools are like a speed ship, they can 
react quickly. SD54 is like a giant cruise ship…” It almost sounded like SD54 is telling parents 
they are a big government bureaucracy that isn’t nimble and moves slowly, unlike private 
schools. Shouldn’t there be efficiencies with large scale? It looks like SD54 is going to ride this 
hybrid model through the end of the school year without any consideration for a return to full 
time in person learning.  
 
Al Baumgartner 

 
Submitted January 13, 2021 
 
Comment 2 
 
Thank you for your efforts to ensure that District 54 staff and students are safe and able to 
return to our buildings.  
 
We want to take a moment to recognize our colleague, Joni Beniacs, RN. Joni is a Licensed 
School Nurse and District 54 Health Services Chairperson. She constantly strives to keep the 
district nurses well informed of procedures and provides updates and situational awareness 
about COVID-19. She has recommended educational webinars and helped us all stay afloat 
and positive during these challenging times. Most recently she shared information about the 
Phase 1a category status in which we, as school nurses, are included and updated us about 
COVID-19 vaccine availability.  
 



We can’t begin to express our sincere gratitude for the hard work and dedication Joni has 
demonstrated since the pandemic began. Quite frankly, Joni has always been there to support 
each of us and has dedicated herself to ensure and provide nursing coverage for all district 
schools and so much more. Every day we are thankful to work in such a supportive and great 
district.  
 
To Joni: you are an amazing asset to the district and we are grateful to have such an inspiring 
leader who keeps us informed, educated and balanced. You are our rock and an amazing role 
model. We continue to become better school nurses because of YOUR leadership and 
dedication.  
 
Proud District 54 employees,  
 
Ashley Hood, RN on behalf of the District 54 Nurses 

 
Comment 3 
 
During these stressful and uncertain times, it was a relief for us to hear that teachers would be 
allowed to teach remotely last semester during the shutdown. Professionals from all industries 
have been working from home since last spring, and teachers should be included as 
professionals. I do not believe that a teacher's skills come from their smartboard or their podium 
or their projectors; their ability to do their job is part of who they are, their knowledge, and their 
gift for sharing information with students--and that is with them no matter where they are sitting. 
The quality of the instruction from the SD54 teachers our family interacts with has not changed, 
in our opinion. And we are grateful for the quality and for the consistency the district's teachers 
have provided for our students throughout these tough times. 
 
Liz Clarke  

 
Comment 4 
 
Thank you to D54 for everything being done to protect the students and teachers and their 
families. 
 
Deepika Vullaganti 

 
Comment 5 
 
Please reconsider kids going back to school 5 days a week. Children need to socialize and be 
around other children. It is very sad when as of now kids are seen doing everything else but 
going to school. Pay attention to the suicides that are happening amongst young kids, being 
home alone in front of computer is not a solution. 
 
Barbara Golab  

 
  



Comment 6 
 
Antibody test and let the positives back!!! Full Time!!!! Do Your job (spoken from a former —
reformed-teacher) 
 
Kim Lind  

 
Comment 7 
 
Please consider fully opening our schools. It's been too long. Our children suffer academically 
and socially. Private schools are open, many districts are open. District 15 Palatine is fully open 
and doing great. I'm sure we can also do great and allow our kids go back to their school 
routine. Thank you 
 
Monika Milewski  
 

 
Comment 8 
 
Please let kids to return back to school to assure they actually learn something during this 
school year. The constant screen exposure is hurting them. Please get back to the in person 
learning without computers or iPads. Teachers should be teaching kids in person in the 
classroom, and not both (kids on zoom and in classroom on zoom). Please make it easier on 
the teachers and the kids. 
 
Eleonora Kozak 

 
Comment 9 
 
District 54 needs to step it up for parents who want their kids learning the normal way, at school. 
We don't want hybrid, we want full time in person learning! Our kids have suffered for almost a 
year now! When are the educators, administrators and unions going to realize this can't go on 
forever. Science has proven kids are not at risk. District 54 needs to figure out their logistics and 
allow kids and parents to decide if they want full time in person learning or remote. Give parents 
their choice back! Kids and parents are suffering, we cannot go on like this! Other nearby 
districts: Itasca, Palatine have figured it out. Private schools took lots of district 54s students and 
are open and doing well. Actually, they are encouraging remote students to return to in person 
learning!  Our special needs kids are waiting! Our English learner kids are waiting! All our kids 
are waiting! So, District 54, what are you waiting for? 
 
Malgorzata Szynalik  

 
  



Comment 10 
 
Hello, we would like to thank the board and administration for helping the kids get back to hybrid 
next week, however, we need to continue to move forward and get our children back into the 
classroom for more days. We expect by this time that district 54 can make this happen and the 
people who want in person, deserve that. We look forward to more days in school, where our 
children need to be. 
 
Rick & Lizzie Simantz  

 
Comment 11 
 
Kids are supposed to go to school. Somehow private schools are open and public can't? I 
moved my kids to private school because I could not look at them interacting with their friends 
on Zoom. What kind of education is that? Even in hybrid they are still going to be on computers, 
does not make sense. Please think about the kids  
 
Paulina Poplawska  

 
Submitted January 14, 2021 
 
Comment 12 
 
It has already been 10 months since kids do not have access to school, are not able to interact 
with their peers and are falling behind academically. All other groups can go to work, meet their 
coworkers, go to stores (which are crowded like Walmart) and live a more normal life, while kids 
who are at least at risk for getting the virus are the most separated group, kids being stuck in 
their rooms ALONE. 
 
Is there a set date when kids go back to school full time? Coming back to school for 2 days and 
staying there the whole day on Chromebook is not school. Neighbor Itasca district, private 
schools, they never closed, they are successfully teaching at school, not seeing pandemic 
spread within kids.  
 
In SD54 kids spend their whole days on the screen. I was wondering if at any discussion it was 
taken in consideration how harmful this is for the kids’ mental health, what psychologists, 
American Academy of Pediatrics, WHO, AACAP are saying about maximum time kids should 
spend by the screen (up to 2 hours maximum). 
 
We pay our taxes for kids to be in school. They are too young to be self-learners, to be self-
motivated. We chose school for them, not online learning. They should use paper and pencil, 
read paper books that develop kids' imagination and provide proper brain and mental 
development. I can see how different my son does math problems on screen and on paper, we 
also see how he is falling behind, not keeping track if we do not sit with him after school, which 
is frustrating for him. Kids should be in class with teacher and teacher focusing on kids for the 
whole class. 
 



Hybrid-kids should not spend the whole day on screen; it is so damaging for them. Other 
districts have normal classes and do not zoom in. CDC, WHO, Fauci, President, IHD, they all 
say schools should be open and since other schools can do this how do public schools fail in 
opening? Some state schools are fully open with no masks required which is another subject… 
It is sad that teachers from schools do not fight for schools to fully open and support groups who 
for some reason want schools to remain closed. 
 
Agnieszka Stankiewicz  

 
Comment 13 
 
Excessive screen time, lack of socialization, decreased physical activity, struggling to stay 
engaged. This is not an acceptable way to describe a child’s educational experience. Teachers 
that assume parents are home to oversee and assist is another joke. Please find a way to open 
and function as so many other districts have. We can’t keep our kids locked away. Protect the 
most vulnerable but let the majority make the choice to send our kids back to a normal in person 
setting. 
 
Lisa James  

 
Comment 14 
 
Both of my children are struggling. Last week both had a meltdown three days in a row!  It’s 
been so overwhelming! Please let them go back to school full time. 
 
Lisa Beretta  

 
Comment 15 
As a taxpaying member of the D54 community, I am one of thousands that voted on the BOE 
members I see before me. Part of your duty as a BOE member is to help carry out the mission 
of D54. "Ensuring success of the whole child".... how are you all as a board and administration 
accomplishing this with the hybrid plan of 2 days per week that is before us, with so far no plan 
in sight to make this more full time? "Close the achievement gap for ALL students in reading in 
math"... what has taken place over the past HUNDREDS of days of REMOTE learning has only 
WIDENED this gap. That is clear to me as my 2nd grader is not in private school and to say that 
the difference in the school and education is not even a comparison, but a slap in the face and 
embarrassing - WOULD BE AN UNDERSTATEMENT. Things must change, and they must 
change NOW. District 54 has a strategic plan to ensure whole student success, yet NOTHING 
about the hybrid plan, the "pandemic committee" or anything that the district has done to date 
shows me as a parent or taxpayer that my child's whole student success is being taken into 
account. I am asking for a CLEAR plan on how D54 is moving forward with getting our students 
IN school MORE THAN 2 DAYS PER WEEK. The current hybrid plan is not working, it is failing. 
I am also asking for the Health Screener to be looked at. Most districts do not have travel on 
their health screener- it should not be. Look at it, change it. I will look forward to a follow up IN 
WRITING on my topics within this comment. Thank you. 
 
Kristen Steel  



 
Comment 16 
 
I will continue to express my disappointment in District 54 Board of education, administration 
and whoever is making a decision to not open schools FULL TIME. I can't even wrap my mind 
anymore in the fact that all neighboring private and Catholic schools have been open 
successfully five days a week as well as many public schools in the area, yet District 54 is 
looking at ALL guidelines as it’s a law and still can’t figure out how to safely open our schools. 
With millions of dollars that District 54 has received through CARES ACT I say give that money 
to parents that are struggling because they are not able to go to work themselves due to 
schools being closed or have to pay child care (surprisingly open I guess virus it’s not there).   
As I said before, I was always proud to be in District 54 but not anymore. Hybrid model two days 
a week is not a solution! When will kids go back full time?  
 
Aneta Jop  

 
Comment 17 
 
Our kids need to "BE" in school to LEARN & for their social, emotional & mental wellbeing. 
 
Humera Arshad  

 
Comment 18 
Submitted January 14, 2021 
 
I hope the board will consider using that Wednesday as an alternating in person school day 
soon. Palatine school district does in person learning every day and deals with schools 
individually instead of closing the entire district for any Covid cases. 
 
Pam Simantz  

 
Comment 19 
 
District 54 received 7.5 million dollars of federal money to safely open schools. Schools are still 
closed, 2 days a week hybrid is not an Education. Going into the classroom and sitting with 
headphones is not in person education. I just wonder when our elected officials will do what they 
are supposed to be doing? So far, this district is ridiculous. I have never been more 
disappointed. The good of the children should be the priority, not your personal opinions if you 
feel safe or not. Nobody asked me once if I feel safe working as a nurse on a Covid unit for the 
last 2 months. It’s my job to report to work. So, it should be a teacher's job to report to schools 
and teach in person. End of story.  
 
Again, I will mention that my daughter's private school is in person every day!! 22 kids in her 
classroom. School did not shut down even for one day. With no federal or state funding. Also, 
many other schools in the area are open for in person full time education, they know how to do 
it, but you still don’t. But district 54 received millions of dollars to reopen school but still refused 



to do so. Also, the district is asking for more money out of property taxes. This is a joke. I guess 
it costs more to keep empty buildings. My question is where is the money going? 
 
Elizabeth Serafin  

 
Comment 20 
 
Can the board please explain when children will have the option to go to school 5 days a week?  
Can you explain why the plan that we were surveyed on this summer was never put in place? 
Please tell me why other school districts and private schools are able to have kids in person 5 
days a week but District 54 can't make it work.     
 
Our children are struggling, both emotionally and academically. This is not a parent who wants 
her kids out of the house because they are driving her nuts. I am a mother whose heart is 
breaking because her children are sad and frustrated, have anxiety over school and learning 
they never had before. I am a mother who has worked very hard to support her children and has 
been creative in keeping them active and engaged, yet they still yearn for their teachers and 
classmates.   
 
When are you going to hear our pleas and reevaluate the plan you have in place. When are you 
going to recognize the emotional wellbeing of the children is just as important and the physical 
wellbeing of children. When will you start using CDC recommendations, and recommendations 
from Doctors and Medical experts. 
 
Tracy Stendardo  

 
Comment 21 
 
First thank you to my children’s teachers. We appreciate you and know you have done so much 
with them and hours after school ends we know you are still working. I am in awe of teachers 
seeing them every day first hand and I am not an adequate substitute. I am at home virtual 
learning with three, 4th grade and twin kindergartens. They desperately need to be in class. My 
kinder has such struggles writing and if he could just be with the teacher, evaluated by an OT he 
could be helped. My oldest is struggling to turn in assignments after a long day on zoom. And 
everyone needs the structure, attention, and the expertise teachers give in the classroom. 
Palatine has been in person 5 days a week for so long. Brookfield, Rockford, and now CPS 
publicly stating the safety of schools. Why not 54? Please, there is no excuse anymore to deny 
the need or continue stating impossibilities when it is going on all around us. I ask you to please 
not only open 2 days but get them back full time. It is possible, it is being done. 
 
Amy Hires  

 
Comment 22 
 
I have written several emails and never got a response. I would like to know why the children 
who are in the hybrid program are at home when this has already been established to be the 
best way to introduce the kids to the school. All I keep reading are future dates of entering. We 



may be back in school now but now we're at a point where we should be in school at least 4 
days a week. My child is in a class with only one other student in her group and four children in 
the second group this needs to be evaluated because all six children should be able to go four 
days a week.  
 
In the beginning of all this I understood why we were home but now we are at a point where this 
is getting to be too much. My child has not only written that she hates covid but it is now ending 
up on every assignment that she is doing. Since the emergency family act has been removed 
for 2021 I am now forced to put her at the park district and study hall which she is in a room with 
several kids all from different schools and doing different class times. I'm paying somebody to 
stand in a room and hopefully make sure she's in her class which I have heard a few times that 
she's falling asleep while on zoom. There is no child interaction in her class so there is nothing 
keeping her interested. None of this is okay. I want to point out that I am very happy with our 
teacher I am very happy with our school I am not happy with the district and how they are 
handling this our school was ready to be open but you have put a halt on it. I believe this should 
be a parent's decision to send their child in or not if your teachers do not want to work then they 
don't need to work. I myself need to work and my daughter needs to be in school That is how 
life is supposed to be.  
 
At this point I am probably not the only parent who has emailed and never got a response. I 
want to know when our children will be back in school without a screen in their face. I want to 
know why our district has made the decision to stay remote while all the other districts around 
us are in full time. 
 
Niki Pizza 

 
Comment 23 
 
We are now living in a highly polarized and divided world, there are two starkly opposite 
opinions on almost everything right now. This division of opinions is good if restricted to politics 
only but not when it comes to the mental health and wellbeing of our children that have been 
stuck in this never-ending battle of "should schools be open" or "should schools be remote" for 
the past 9 months. 
 
Initially when the Pandemic started, it made sense to be safe and close schools for in person 
learning as the virus was new and no one knew much about it. Parents made amends and did 
what they could to help children learn from home to help contain community spread.  
 
Since the past 9 months, most parents can confirm that the children are facing focus, & 
motivational problems, productivity is lower, children are beginning to feel depressed. Mental 
health issues have gone up, suicides rates amongst children have gone up to. Children’s vision 
is being affected by spending too much time on the screen.  
 
The school district admitted that any virus that spread was not from schools but from community 
OUTSIDE of school.  Many experts have spoken about the minimal threat schools pose to the 
spread of the virus, especially when only half the children will be present in a class in a given 
time. In fact, if this is the case I would request the school district to consider opening the schools 



for a full 4-5 days for in person instruction for the families that have both parents working and 
unable to monitor children. Screen times be decreased for children in lower elementary and 
more hand on learning opportunities be provided. Schools are continuing to function 
successfully with in-person instruction in many countries and it’s been successful, its being done 
in all private schools in this country and its working. 
 
Ayesha Salman 
 
 
 


