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Comment 1 
This District needs to look up guidance from other schools and school districts. 
Lots of schools are open since August and doing very well. Our district is only 
finding reasons why not to open schools. I wonder what was your real reason not to 
open schools in August, we all know. We are not stupid. The districts without 
teachers unions are open and doing very well. So my question is , should you listen 
to families and children concerns, or teachers unions. As far as I know teachers and 
schools should be there for children and families and not for teachers unions and 
what unions want. I learned a lot about the unions lately, and it’s mind blowing. 
People pay your salaries not the unions. You need to step up, and stop this 
nonsense.  
 
Elizabeth Serafin 
 
Comment 2 
Why are emotions, and not science deciding when and if our kids should be in 
school? We now know that the mortality rate for COVID is less then 1%.  This rate 
takes into account all age groups and is still heavily influenced by the higher rate of 
deaths for those 80 and older. With teachers and students wearing masks it is better 
for children to be IN school full time. While I appreciated the Hybrid model while it 
lasted, this is NOT enough. Kids should be in school with their peers and teachers. 
Why is it safe for kids to be going to the YMCA and Park District to e-learn but our 
own schools can't do right by our children. Figure it out, get our kids back in school.  
 
Tracy Stendardo 
 
Comment 3 
Good evening.  Me again.  I have not yet decided if I will speak at tonight’s School 
Board meeting – I am not sure if my endangering my mental health is worth the 
effort required to do so, especially in light of an apparent lack of progress in the 
fight for returning my choice to me.  With that said, it has been a while since my last 
correspondence with Superintendent DuRoss and the Board members (and 
correspondence is still preferred over phone calls – I like to have the opportunity 
to go back and reexamine responses received).  Everything I have expressed in the 
past still stands – I will do my best not to repeat myself too much.  I will, however, 
continue to speak out for return to in-person learning. 
 
I do have ongoing concerns regarding our school district obvious lack of initiative 
to return our kids to their classrooms.  The laughable attempt in October was just 
that – laughable.  I absolutely view it as a failed attempt at appeasing those of us 



 

who believe that thousands of kids are being negatively impacted by your 
decisions.  And for what?  For an illness (which is potentially very unpleasant and 
possibly deadly to a vast minority of the population) which science proves is 
survivable in about 97%?  Really?!  If all of the students within your districts were 
achieving 97% on all of their tests you would be thrilled! If graduation rates in our 
high schools were at 97% the school administrators would be very proud of the 
work they were doing!  If the everyday school attendance was at 97% we would be 
elated!  Yet with the response of SD54 to this pandemic it seems we are more 
concerned with the 3%.  Why?! What curve are we flattening now?  What is the 
endpoint?  It is glaringly apparent that the statistics, metrics and data we are fed by 
the media/IDPH can be manipulated every which way.  Why are you so frightened 
of doing what is BEST for those you serve – the kids?!  What is your long-term plan 
to address the huge learning loss? The kids of SD54 will eventually have to compete 
with kids from other districts, states and countries.  How can you expect them to 
succeed if they are receiving suboptimal education, sprinkled with a huge dose of 
fear?! How can you sleep at night, knowing that your decisions to retreat and return 
to fully remote learning is directly responsible for the increasingly wide 
achievement gap, further increasing the division between the “haves” and the 
“have-nots”?!   
 
In the spirit of transparency, I would like to request that the community be told 
what the actual transmission rate of COVID-19 within our schools was.  Not from 
Walmart.  Not from a restaurant. Not from a workplace.  But an actual 
student-to-staff or staff-to-student transmission?  Did your mitigation protocols 
fail?  If so, what can be done to improve them?  If, on the other hand, the infections 
were spread outside of the schools I would like to propose that the teachers and the 
school staff are mandated to self-isolate indefinitely – if the school district is feeling 
obligated to look out for the health and safety of their pupils, employees and the 
general public this, to me, is the only alternative.  Otherwise, I feel that it is absurd 
that our choice in the matter of our kids’ education, health, and personal freedoms 
is taken away from us, their parents.  Let us worry about what we need to do to keep 
healthy.  You worry about what your job is – ensuring kids receive the knowledge, 
social interaction, and psychological growth they need to succeed in this insane 
world. 
 
Margaret Jablonski 
 
 
 
 


