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Comment 1  
 
I am writing to express my appreciation for the work that the school board and 
District 54 staff and administrators have done in these highly unusual times.  Since 
the start of the school year, I have been very pleased with the instruction that my 
two daug hters have received through remote learning.  Their teachers have been 
models of responsiveness and flexibility.  I also want to express my thanks for the 
thoughtfulness of D54's plan to merge remote and hybrid learning.  When I heard 
that the hybrid optio n would be offered, I was concerned that students might be 
shuffled into new classes, but I have learned that is not the case.  I appreciate that 
the district showed the foresight to plan for these transitions and provide our 
students with the most stable learning environments possible.  Thank you again 
and please keep up the great work.  
 
Matt Saternus  

 
 
Received October 14, 2020 
 
Comment 2  
 
My son attends Armstrong Elementary in an instructional classroom and returned 
to the classroom as part of the hybrid model on October 5th.  His class of 6 currently 
has 2 students attending on M/T and two students attending on Th/F. Thank you for 
all that  the teams did to make this hybrid return possible.  
 
While I am very thankful that he has been able to attend school twice a week, ISBE's 
guidance issued on June 23 states:  "A high priority should be placed on providing 
in -person instruction for students who have Individualized Education Programs 
(IEPs), 504 Plans, and/or who receive English language supports when building an 
equitable schedule for Blended Remote Learning Days. These students should be in 
attendance in -person daily during Blended Remote Le arning Days."  In addition, all 
sample schedules that were provided by ISBE included students with IEPs, 504s and 
EL supports being in -person on all days when school was open for in -person 
learning.  
 
I am asking that the Administration and Board begin to p ut plans together 
immediately in order to follow ISBE's guidance to allow the children deemed 



highest priority to attend school four days a week. I understand that class sizes and 
p lacemen t vary amon gst th is popu lation .  In  th e in stru ction al classrooms, 
specifically, th e sizes are often  mu ch  smaller th an  a gen eral edu cation  class, so  I 
believe th is can  be don e wh ile still keep in g social d istan cin g an d  safety in  min d . 
 
Amber Beograd lija 
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Comment 3  
 
I am reaching out to express my concerns with the in -person learning plan.   I am a 
parent who has been 100% in favor of getting children back to school and working 
with their classmates and teachers, but what I'm learning about the plan come 
October 19th is not in -person learning.  Everything I am hearing is just bodies in 
seats, and children still in -front of devices ALL day long.  How is this acceptable?  
Why even provide the option of Hybrid learning?   
 
While I know we have the choice to keep our kids home, I also know how much my 
boys mental health has suffered this year, they are craving interaction with staff, 
and their peers.  Therefore we do not want to take away the opportunity from our 
sons to have that in person interaction at school as limited as it may be.  
 
I am hoping for the sake of our children that the District is evaluating and working 
to evolve this plan so that school can be about the children and interaction.  A plan 
to transition children from learning on devices to face to face actua l in person 
learning needs to be developed. You are FAILING our Children.  
 
Tracy Stendardo  


