
Public Comments for September 17, 2020 
District 54 School Board Meeting 
 
Comment 1 
Just found out remote MAP testing did not work and will not continue. Anyone surprised? 
Can we please agree that all of the “remote learning” is NOT working.  It is not conducive 
to ensuring our kids will be successful. With D211 not administering placement tests to the 
incoming freshmen, AND no MAP scores are we not shortchanging the current 8th graders? 
How on earth will the schools be able to figure out the proper classes to put these kids into 
next year? Based on grades alone? I don’t think so.  Please start making decisions based on 
fact and science and the kids best interest in mind and open the schools for in person 
instruction. 
 
Margaret Jablonski 
 
Comment 2 
We have received an SD54 letter with information on how successfully the first 2 weeks of 
vlearning went. That was only a district perspective, nobody asked kids and parents how 
they feel and what they think about that. 
 
What about kids sitting in their rooms alone with their chromebooks. I do not think any of 
them would say that he/she is happy. 
 
I saw information from private schools and schools that opened in person and they really 
can say that the first 2 weeks of school were successful and their kids are happy to be back at 
school. 
 
Medinah/Roselle, Itasca districts have schools fully in person open being neighbourhood 
districts, located really few miles away from SD54 schools. 
 
SD54 used to have good ratings and reputation, while now the whole curriculum is much 
slower than it used to be. Even though many teachers try to do their best, this is not real 
school, this is only a virtual environment, virtual reality in which kids get lost. 
 
I talked to many parents, kids are so tired at the end of the day, their eyes are burning and it 
is hard for them to focus looking at small monitors zooms all day long, kids become more 
nervous. They are being distracted by each other, switching zoom windows. These younger 
kids, speaking of my 4th grader cannot focus for the whole day on what is going on without 
being supervised by somebody. I, like many parents ,work and am not able to sit by my son 
all day long. Many kids are confused, lost in given assignments, cannot catch up if there is 
nobody home to help them. I spend about 2 hours a day on making sure my son does all 
assignments, which results in me catching up with my work late at night. Many parents 
have no choice but leave their kids home alone unattended since they have no choice and 
cannot afford giving up their jobs so they can provide for their families. 
 
Paradoxically park districts and YMCA offer daily vlearning support camps, for about 
$250/ week. Could you please provide an explanation how that is safe and kids going to 



school is not? Paying skyrocketing real estate taxes, most of which goes to schools we 
cannot afford paying that , also i do not think kids from different grades, classes, schools 
being in the same room in YMCA will benefit a lot from vlearning. 
 
The State is reporting less and less cases, out of which less and less people are being 
admitted to hospitals, mortality rate being close to 0%. On the other hand more and more 
depressions and anxiety in kids are reported, which is very concerning. 
 
The Illinois Governor himself sends his kids to private in person schools, while many of us 
cannot afford that. Our kids have the same rights as private school kids do. Seeing their 
peers going to school they feel they are worse and not treated equally like other kids. All 
CDC, pediatricians, psychologists call for schools to reopen in person and how important it 
is for kids' mental development. 
 
We all, including all teachers go to stores (touching products, grocery, shelves that were 
touched by MANY people before us), restaurants (ok to seat by the table with no mask), gas 
stations (hundreds or thousands of people touch same pump every day), gyms ( no masks 
when exercising), etc., planes are full , seat by seat taken, arm to arm with no social 
distancing (this is safe since passengers pay for their seats), theaters are open (ok to seat with 
no masks). Schools are the only institution that remains closed, where kids are last on the 
list spreading the virus. 
 
Our children's emotional wellness plays a huge part in their overall health, please make this 
priority and open schools ASAP. 
 
Agnieszka Stankiewicz and Beata Szkobodziski 
 
Comment 3 
My understanding is the school district was ready to provide our children with the in-
person/virtual option based on the parent survey. This all changed when the teachers and 
teacher's unions pushed for 100% virtual. While we feel like our teachers are doing a great 
job, our kids are struggling, especially the younger learners and much of the burden is being 
pushed onto parents. Are there any plans to re-survey the teachers to see if their views have 
changed? If so, what does the school district need from the teachers to return to in-person 
learning? The frustration is multiplied as we see other surrounding districts return to in-
person learning, while district 54 remains 100% virtual. 
 
Bob Pryor 
 
Comment 4 
I am SO GRATEFUL that District 54 stuck to remote learning! I am horrified at the 
number of cases on college campuses as students returned to in-person learning. We know 
that viruses have long-term health effects spanning decades -- we have no idea what the 
long-term effects might be for children exposed to or infected with COVID-19, even if they 
never exhibit severe symptoms. I highly value the excellent schools in District 54, but kids 
can always catch up with a missed learning opportunity; yet a lost life of a child, teacher, 
family member, or community member can NEVER be replaced. The pandemic will end. 



The lingering effects of this virus may never end for those exposed by foolishly opening 
schools too early. Thank you, District 54, for valuing the health of our precious children and 
hard-working teachers! 
 
Janice Bottiglieri 
 
Comment 5 
I just wanted to send a note to say how grateful we have been for the district staff and 
teachers during these chaotic times. It can’t be easy for our administrators and principals to 
make decisions during this uncertainty, and there’s so much to consider. We wanted to say 
how grateful we are for the careful consideration you have all put into the decisions you’ve 
made for the district. 
 
And we are so incredibly grateful for the teachers right now. They must have worked 
through their whole spring break in March to have had something for the kids to come back 
to. This fall, I know they have all been putting so much dedication and energy into virtual 
learning—a way of teaching that isn’t ideal and is certainly not what they probably ever 
planned on doing—but they are doing it and with grace. The teachers have been creative 
and positive forces for our kids; my kids teachers have even managed to add humor 
sometimes, which is amazing and so appreciated. Please tell them all that we care about 
them and are missing them and are praying for them and are so, so grateful for what they 
are doing each day for their students. 
 
Liz Clarke and Steve Ratajczyk 
 
Comment 6 
Kindergartners need to go back to school. The kids are not learning anything with all the 
kids messing around and taking themselves off mute.  
 
Jacqueline Floro 
 
Comment 7 
Although keeping kids at home for e-learning is difficult for staff and parents alike, I believe 
it’s imperative to the safety of everyone. COVID cases in Illinois are not coming down. 
There are cases in staff as we speak. Looking at the COVID cases on college campuses 
should be an eye-opener. This virus is not yet contained. The lives of children, staff, and 
their families should be the most important thing of all. Keeping children remote a while 
longer would prove to protect EVERYONE in the local population, and is not a setback in 
learning. Pretend every person in that school is your own child/parent. Lives matter most.  
 
Stacy Hafner  
 
Comment 8 
Thank you for putting the health and safety of students, teachers and staff at the forefront. 
While I know choosing the option of remote learning was a difficult one, it was right. I look 
forward to the district to continue making decisions with the guidance of health officials and 
science. There’s nothing better than in person learning, but with what we know about the 



lasting effects of COVID-19 those risks do not outweigh the rewards. I know we will return 
to in person learning when it is again safe for all parties to do so.  Once again, thank you.  
 
Ryan Hafner 
 
Comment 9 
Our kids need to go back to school in person! 
Katarzyna Osuch 
 
Comment 10 
Thank you so much, District 54 board, for keeping learning remote. By doing so you are 
keeping our students, teachers, staff and community SAFE. I am shocked at the number of 
corona cases rising as schools open in other areas. I am so thankful that we have a board 
who values the lives and safety of our precious children and wonderful teachers. Children 
will always have opportunities for learning when this pandemic is over but a life cannot be 
replaced. Thank you again.  You are doing a wonderful job. 
 
Rosalee Mueller 
 
Comment 11 
District made the decision not to go with the MAP testing, due to technical difficulties. In 
that case since we do not know how our kids are doing in "school", what is your plan to 
assess their knowledge? We all know kids are falling terribly behind. Our neighbor district is 
bringing their students for in person in school MAP testing. Why our district again is failing 
our students and parents? As we can see other school districts are bringing their students 
into the classroom for the MAP testing. This is something that could be easily done, this is 
the minimum that you owe to the students and parents. Other schools have been in person 
for about a month in person already , doing great, but our district still has no plan. District 
with lots of money but no plan to educate our children!!! 
 
Elizabeth Serafin 
 
Comment 12 
My daughter is a first grader at Fairview and I just wanted to make sure the School Board 
and the district administration know what an outstanding job your school administration 
and teachers are doing.  None of us want e-learning and this is hard on all of us.  The 
teachers are clearly working tirelessly at making this a successful endeavor.  Thank you so 
much to the teachers for their long hours, their professionalism, their positive energy and 
their love for our kiddos.  You are appreciated 
 
Tara Tate Care 
 
Comment 13 
I want to commend the teachers for doing an awesome job and making the most of this 
situation.  While they are doing their best with this situation, V-learning is NOT enough for 
these children.  They need to be in a classroom, the kids miss their teachers, they miss their 



peers, and they miss routines and structure. As we are in week 4 of V-learning they will tell 
you they have had enough of Zoom calls and electronic assignments.  They are frustrated 
with the tiny Chrome book screens, and having to listen to the teachers repeat themselves 3 
or 15 times because the other kids weren't paying attention, but the teacher can't tell because 
the kids turn their camera off or go out of view, or are doing anything but what they should 
be doing.  (Not criticizing the teachers because they keep their patience and do their best to 
help all of the students)  The kids need to be in school so they can get 1 on 1 attention, 
answers to their questions, get that physical reassurance they are doing okay even when it's 
just a head nod, a smile, or Good Job.  I find it amazing we can ask our teachers to teach 
20+ kids ALL DAY via Zoom, but successful corporations are limiting Zoom meetings to 
an hour and no more than 10-15 attendees.  Otherwise it's overwhelming and people don't 
pay attention.  We don't ask it of adults, but yet it's okay for our children.  To me this is not 
acceptable.  Our kids are mentally beat down with V-learning and if you think a few Social 
Emotional Lessons are the answers I question how you got to where you are today.  How is 
it schools in Roselle, Itasca, and private schools in Schaumburg are able to conduct in-
person learning, but District 54, one of the strongest in the state, cannot.  Please, please find 
a way to help your students both with their education and mental health and bring them 
back in the schools.  
 
Tracy Stendardo 
 
Comment 14 
First, I want to say that the district 54 teachers and staff are doing a fantastic job making the 
best of an extremely difficult situation. Our Link principal and staff are phenomenal. Please 
extend my gratitude and appreciation to them for all of their hard work. They need to hear 
all the things they are doing right. I hope you are providing them with encouragement each 
day. Teacher appreciation week should probably be moved up this year! 
 
I know administrators are working extremely hard to come up with a workable plan to 
return. As much as all of us wish for a return to normal, I realize this is not possible right 
now. I urge the board to continue to place safety for students and staff first and not rush to 
in person learning to satisfy a community who does not realize what in person really means 
at this point, but just wants this all to be over.  
 
Please present a transparent plan so parents can make informed decisions. It is extremely 
important you do not sugar coat what the in person return will look like. Please 
acknowledge how difficult this is for parents,  but be honest about the limitations the IDPH 
guidelines pose. Be specific about what will be different, class sizes/physical distancing, 
recess/movement, instruction, etc.  
 
There are so many questions that need to be answered before I will feel comfortable sending 
my child back. I want to know how the teachers and staff feel as well. Again, be transparent.  
 
I would like to also offer a suggestion that you reach out to families to solicit feedback about 
how remote learning is going at their school. If you have not already done so, please reach 
out to your staff as well. I am concerned about the workload on staff and students, the 
amount of time spent staring at a screen, and various other issues that have an impact on 



well being.  I think it is very important to consider how the district can help limit stress and 
promote wellness by adjusting expectations and considering what else may need adjusting 
now that school has been in session for several weeks. Thank you for being willing to make 
needed adjustments (for example, canceling MAP testing, which was the right call).  
 
Thank you to the board and administration. I know everyone is working tirelessly to do 
what is best for our kids. You are appreciated. 
 
Michelle Nicolet 
 
Comment 15 
Our question is on Fall MAP testing. There have been instances in elementary schools, 
where testing has been cancelled. What is the district's decision on conducting the testing for 
this trimester? Are the gaps experienced during testing being resolved in working with 
NWEA, and what are contractual bindings and terms with NWEA and school district 54 in 
context to resolving the gaps experienced this testing period? 
 
Maitreyee and Sauvik Ghosh 
 
Comment 16 
What is the plan to get kids back to some sort of in person teaching and when will this 
happen? Kids are losing so many educational opportunities and rates of depression and 
anxiety are soaring. What is the plan? Please offer in person classes, clubs or athletics. Kids 
need connection. Many districts are having an in person component.  Step up and help our 
kids. Do not wait this out. 
 
Julie Faulkner 
 
Comment 17 
What are the plans for back to school? Hybrid vs in school. If that is not an option when can 
we expect to have the length of day shortened, especially for the younger kids? Other 
districts' schedules are consolidated and it seems to be working. Have you considered using 
other districts' models for our district? How often is this situation being assessed? 
 
I am concerned with my children's well being. They both cry before bed and constantly ask 
if they have school the next day or how many days until the weekend. I can see their anxiety 
and frustrations and it is not normal. I have to constantly bribe my son to sit and pay 
attention. There is constant yelling and complete meltdowns where they just walk away and 
say they are not doing it anymore. They completely shut down and are so overwhelmed that 
I have to go over the information again and re-teach repeatedly throughout the day. This 
makes for a very stressful and unhappy household.  
 
I am their advocate and if we cannot at least do hybrid can we at least condense the day? I 
believe this will have lasting negative effects. I think it is imperative  that we have a new 
plan and soon.  
 
Dina Maggio  



 
Comment 18 
District 54 needs to step up and be the District it claims to be. Your mission statement 
"Ensuring Student Success" is failing many students right now. You claim to be trend 
setters, to be ahead of the curve in your Strategic Plan yet school districts all around us are 
finding ways to successfully integrate students back into the classroom and District 54 is not 
even trying. District 54 sits back and waits, waiting for what I am not sure. For numbers to 
go up, go down, the CDC to state something new? Nothing is going to change. The virus 
isn't going away. We can't all live in fear for the rest of our lives. A quick released vaccine 
will not be the answer either.  
 
The district NEEDS to give us our rights back. Our right to a free public education. Parents 
should be able to choose: In-Person (be it shortened days, hybrid, or whatever combination 
can be established) or Virtual. Parents should have the right to decide what is best for their 
children, for their family. The same parents who pay all of your salaries with our tax 
money. The long term effect this isolation will cause our children could end up being way 
more detrimental than the extra work it will take you to organize the logistics of a back to 
school plan.  
 
I write in to the board meeting this evening to express my concern for all students during 
this time. As a mother, as a teacher myself, as a taxpayer, and as an American citizen … I 
want my right to send my child to school in the free education system that is promised to us.  
 
You'll read other parents' frustrations and stories of failed attempts to support their children 
during this time and I'm here to add, it is time to give us answers. Stop deflecting the issues 
of our children's social and emotional well-being that is not being supported through 5 plus 
hours of screen time, stop placating us with your generalized politically correct answers, 
stop making the decisions for the majority. You gave us a chance to choose back in July and 
the majority spoke. With close to 75% choosing in building instruction, you failed to serve 
your community.  
 
How are you going to fix this District 54? How are you going to be the innovative district 
that ENSURES ALL STUDENTS SUCCESS? We are waiting. The children are waiting. 
 
Jenifer Maggio 
 
Comment 19 
I’m a husband and a father of a bunch of people who have been submitting comments to 
this board for a while now. The comments that were for the most part ignored by the 
majority of the board members as well as the superintendent. I figured I would take a 
different approach since common sense does not seem to work. At this point You seem to 
be looking up to and taking orders from a person who is grossly overweight and apparently 
not thinking straight. This overweight person is making decisions about our children and 
their mental and physical health.  They want to play sports and learn in a school 
environment but “surprisingly” he makes it impossible. This is so wrong!!! I immigrated to 
the United States of America. The greatest country in the world, where anything WAS 
possible and the freedom of choice and the voice of citizens WAS a priority. It seems to no 



longer be the case. I urge this board to open their eyes and stand with the majority of 
people/taxpayers to say NO more to political agenda, no more to our kids being used as 
pawns and to vote to open up the schools for the kids and families that want in person 
learning. Scaredy-cats and the “vulnerables“ should be welcome to exercise their choice to 
self-isolate and stay home. 
 
Karol Jablonski  
 
Comment 20 
Good evening. My name is Christina Carey and I have two children in district 54, and one 
who has just moved on to high school. I want to take this opportunity to thank 
Superintendent DuRoss, the board, and all of the decision-makers, as we navigate school 
during a pandemic. I thank you for keeping the safety of the staff, students, families, and 
overall community a priority while making your decisions. Of course, we all want what is 
best for our own children and families, but you are making decisions based on the greater 
good of our entire community and I thank you for that.  
 
Teachers are receiving harsh critiques from parents and caregivers as they navigate this new 
way of teaching, and for that I am sorry. These board meetings seem to be a platform for 
angry community members to vent which is unfortunate. As a teacher myself, I understand 
the hours upon hours that you are putting into making this the most interactive and effective 
teaching that you can provide at this time, while still creating classroom community and 
fostering strong relationships. I also understand the fears that you are facing as you return to 
work in a building full of staff and eventually children. Thank you for all that you do. There 
are not enough words to express my gratitude for the education and support that you are 
providing to our children. 
 
Like all of you, I want a return to "normal," but I am unsure as to what that will look like 
moving forward. Please know that I, and many of us stakeholders in the community, are 
aware of the challenges school districts are facing and we appreciate your willingness to put 
our safety above all else in this time of crisis. We can do this. We can persevere. We can do 
what is best for the greater good of ALL, not just ourselves. As you continue with the task 
of making decisions for thousands of staff, students, families, and community members, 
please continue to make informed decisions based on science and data. You are appreciated. 
Thank you. 
 
Christina Carey  
 
Comment 21 
Thank you to district 54 for always keeping the safety and well-being of their staff and 
students first! There will not be one solution that works for everyone. We all have to do the 
best we can given the circumstances and this district is trying their best.  
 
Deepika Vullaganti 
 
  



Comment 22 
It’s time to bring kids back to school. After observing the first couple of weeks of v-learning 
as a parent I can say that this isn’t in the best interest of kids. It breaks my heart to watch my 
10 year old son cry and getting frustrated every time there is internet connection problem, 
computer glitch or he just simply can’t find what’s needed in one of many platforms they are 
using.  
 
Even though teachers are trying hard and most likely getting frustrated themselves, it’s 
pretty much teachers talking, explaining etc and kids are sitting there silent!!!! For 6 hours a 
day!!!! This is just ridiculous!!! Barely any interaction with the teachers and none with 
classmates. My son is 10 years old, his head hurts, his eyes hurt and his back hurts from 
sitting in front of chromebook for this long period of time.  
Many neighboring districts are open for in person learning Medinah, Itasca, Roselle, and 
they are actually doing good. I know for a fact because I have nieces and nephews attending 
those schools. Not to mention all private and catholic schools and park district programs 
that are ALL open!!!  
 
I can’t understand why schools around are open but not District 54. District 54 is a great 
place to be and we have been here for many years but you could do better.   
 
Aneta Jop  
 
Comment 23 
I am grateful that school district 54 stuck to remote learning.  I am appalled at the number 
of cases on high school and college campuses as students returned to in-person learning.  
The effects and long-term effects of Covid-19 are still unknown and vary from person to 
person even if they don’t exhibit symptoms.  I value the District 54 schools and feel children 
can catch up with a missed learning opportunity but a lost life of a child, teacher, family or 
community member can NEVER be replaced.  The pandemic will end, however the 
lingering effects of this virus may never end for those exposed by opening the schools too 
soon.  Thank you, District 54 for valuing the health of our children and their hard working 
teachers! 
 
Francine Bromley 
 
Comment 24 
I would like to see the schools open without such psychologically damaging restrictions. 
Masks should not be mandatory and spraying such dangerous chemicals on items children 
touch should not be done so frequently. It is estimated that those schools that are open will 
waste 10 weeks of education just in cleaning! Also social distancing rules should not be 
implemented! There is plenty of research from schools that have been open that children do 
not get affected by Covid! If so it’s usually very mild and/or asymptomatic. The 
psychological harm done to children with the social distancing pressures will be far more 
severe than covid itself! Please open up and get kids back in normal settings!!  
 
Aneta Jakala 
 



Comment 25 
The choice to have in-school learning MUST be available to our children. The disservice 
you are doing for our children is monumental. They are frustrated, sad, isolated, and simply 
are NOT learning as they should be. The technical difficulties are insurmountable and the 
infrastructure for remote learning is NOT there. The frustration with MAP testing was a 
complete joke, and you can blame the "MAP TESTING software Gods" all you want; but 
in the end, there is NO WAY the district should have went ahead in the first place with the 
testing. Added a ton of anxiety and frustration to both teachers and kids. I was not wanting 
to put a lot of data into this comment here, because it would seem to me that you would 
have to know that this virus is not going anywhere and is very much not proliferated in kids. 
The teachers who are scared or compromised should have options - what they are, I do not 
know, nor do I honestly care. I care about getting our children in school; I care about having 
our kids have the opportunity to play sports and to return to normalcy. The guidelines set 
forth by the IDPH - puppeteered by the Governor - are mostly useless and unattainable and 
truthfully unnecessary. "Six feet distance"... where has that even come from?? "Where a 
mask indoors at all times"... where did that even come from? Have you taken a look at 
Europe? Have you read that masks are not required for even the fires? It is simple... the 
immuno compromised or certain demographics should use these precautions, but it is not 
needed in the school. LET ME REPEAT THAT, IT IS NOT NEEDED IN THE 
SCHOOL. How about teaching about good hand washing; good overall hygiene, good food 
intake, moving your body every day- how about that, instead of the fear mongering that is 
happening here. It is time to STOP this nonsense; it is time TO GET OUR KIDS BACK IN 
SCHOOL.  
 
Kristen Steel 
 
Comment 26 
Social isolation is one of the worst things for kids. They need to stay, play, talk, learn 
together in person not by computer. Let them back to school and enjoy their childhood. 
 
Barbara Podgorska 
 
Comment 27 
The school should be open with the option of wearing a mask.This system of e-learning is 
not working in my opinion. My kids couldn’t focus and pay attention at zoom. It's a hard 
time for them; sometimes they cry and don’t want to study. 
 
Monika Zablocki 
 
Comment 28 
My daughter has an IEP and she needs to be in school to get that extra help that I cannot 
provide her. Let’s get them back to school ASAP. 
 
Lynette Berg 
 
  



Comment 29 
Please allow children the option to return back to school. 
 
Lisa Sylvester 
 
Comment 30 
I would like my kids to go back to school in person. VLearning is not effective. 
 
Magdalena Piechowicz 
 
Comment 31 
Hello please provide an update on kids returning to school in person for those who want 
that option. 
 
Elizabeth Simantz 
 
Comment 32 
Hello, I am Stacy Gale, I am a resident of Hoffman Estates and have been a parent at 
Lincoln Prairie School for 14 years. I am pleading with the administration and the Board to 
take immediate steps to get children back in school for in person learning. The negative 
impacts of government mandated isolation of children is a cruel punishment. 
 
I recently read a press release from the DuPage County Coroner informing  the public about 
the alarming increase in deaths due to suicide and drug overdoses.  I am grateful the health 
officials in DuPage County are concerned about the mental health impact of the 
government mandated isolation on its citizens. Some significant findings are…The number 
of overdose deaths have increased by 52% over the same period in 2019….These overdoses 
deaths are particularly difficult because they represent the premature end of life, made worse 
by the fact that the majority of fatal overdoses occur in the young; they leave family, friends 
and community with grief and the inevitable questions of “what if”.  
 
We all know the hospitalization rates due to Covid, but what are the hospitalization rates 
due to depression, attempted suicide, substance abuse? 
 
After reading the report, I downloaded the data from the Cook County Medical Examiners 
Archives and analyzed the suicides for “our communities”,  Schaumburg, Hoffman Estates, 
Palatine, Rolling Meadows, Elk Grove Village and Hanover Park. In 2019 there were NO 
suicides in the 18 and under age group. In 2020 there were three a 13 year old, 16 year old 
and 18 year old.  In the 19-59 there were 4 in 2019 and 13 in 2020.  In total there were 4 
suicides in 2019 and 16 in 2020.  Suicides QUADRUPLED in our communities in 2020. 
Please let that sink in. 
 
In 2020 there were 12 deaths in our communities due to COVID-19 in those under 59.  
There were 16 suicides.  There were NO COVID deaths in those under 30.  There were five 
suicides.  The number of deaths in our communities due to suicides is 125% the rate of 
Covid-19. So often I hear, the loss of one life is too many. I guess that only counts for 
COVID-19. 



 
The AAP states “The importance of in-person learning is well-documented, and there is 
already evidence of the negative impacts on children because of school closures in the spring 
of 2020. Lengthy time away from school and associated interruption of supportive services 
often results in social isolation, making it difficult for schools to identify and address 
important learning deficits as well as child and adolescent physical or sexual abuse, 
substance use, depression, and suicidal ideation. This, in turn, places children and 
adolescents at considerable risk of morbidity and, in some cases, mortality.” 
The Wall Street Journal reports “Of all age groups, this virus is probably more socially 
devastating to teens than any other group…” “Adolescent girls already were experiencing 
record-high levels of loneliness, anxiety and depression before the pandemic …All of the 
things that a year ago were  increasing girls’ depression have been exacerbated by the 
pandemic.” 
 
Is District 54 considering ALL health metrics pertinent to children’s health while developing 
your plan and timeline for students returning to school? Please provide me with all health 
metrics the district is monitoring. There have been 127 hospitalization in all of Suburban 
Cook County due to Covid-19 for those under 20. What is the hospitalization rate for 
children in our community for depression, attempted suicide, anxiety, substance abuse and 
domestic violence? Have the reports of domestic violence increased in 2019 compared to 
2020? 
 
I am pleading with you to prioritize adolescent students (junior high/middle level) when 
developing your plan. The district eliminated in-person school and didn’t work to provide 
any community based programs for these students who by law are not allowed to be home 
alone. The liability of the district if a child were to self-harm during the school day is 
significantly greater since you are mandating self-isolation and did not provide any 
community supervised alternatives for parents. 
 
Speaking of community offered programs, let me share with you what a day of a k-6 grade 
student consists of at one of the programs. A student is assigned a seat at one end of a table. 
He sits there with a mask and headphones on all day. He is not allowed to remove the mask 
except to eat lunch alone in his designated spot. He is not allowed to talk to others in the 
room. He is most likely in a room with kids and adults he doesn’t know. So when a teacher 
schedules an hour zoom and it is over in 10 minutes, that student is left sitting alone in 
silence for the remaining 50 minutes. He is not allowed a personal electronic device, so he 
sits alone waiting for the next zoom. There is no socialization. There are no mask breaks. 
There are no crafts or STEM projects. There is just sitting alone in your assigned spot the 
entire day. Parents are paying up to $250 per week for this program. If I were faced with the 
option of leaving my young child home alone or paying for even more isolation, I would 
teach him how to be safe, I would leave him home, and I would pray for his safety. 
 
I would like to hear from the teachers. This is what I hear publicly “ As a teacher I have the 
choice to take an unpaid leave, even though I have more than enough sick days to cover this 
time”. “It’s because I’ve only taken off a handful of days in 20 YEARS, you silly goose. 
Anybody at any job would have enough for 30-40 business days off after 20 years at a job! 
SMH” “One child or teacher lost is too many. Better to grieve for missed school experiences 



than lost community members.” Oh and my favorite is a complaint about having to work 
alone in a classroom…My husband works for an international company and he works from 
home. It’s about being VALUED. While I believe there are teachers who are completely out 
of touch like the ones most vocal on social media, I also believe there are many who want 
the opportunity to teach “their kids” in their classrooms. I request you create an anonymous 
Google Form available exclusively on the D54 employee portal so staff can anonymously 
provide comments to the board and administration without repercussions from the Teachers 
Union. 
 
When developing the community survey, to be distributed no later than September 21, 
please survey all parties impacted by your decisions. Please survey parents, students, and 
teachers. Consider including a simple question for each “When was the last time you saw a 
classmate in person (student), coworker (teacher), friend/coworker (parent)?” I think it is 
imperative that the adults making the decisions which significantly impact children’s lives 
understand how isolated these children are. Imagine how miserable it must be for a student 
to get out of bed, walk a few feet, and log into a full day of being muted on zoom. 
 
As previously stated I have been a parent at Lincoln Prairie School for 14 years. This is my 
last year. My youngest daughter was looking forward to participating in the many beloved 
traditions at the school. She is the most outgoing of my three and she absolutely LOVED 
walking down the hall and seeing (oftentimes hugging) her former teachers. She had a 
connection to all of them.  She looked forward to having to deliver something to her 2/3 
teacher or having her 4/5 teacher try to convince her to join the cross country team. Oh and 
to emcee the Whole School Meeting! She knows students who left the school to attend a 
junior high and her comment was “Why would I do that? I’ve been here so long. This is 
MY school.” Sadly, her final year consists of logging into zoom, muting herself, and doing 
her best to pay attention. I’ve come to the realization she will never see or hug any of her 
teachers again. At some point my daughter will come to this realization and she will be hurt 
and she will get angry and she will say “I thought they cared about me?” She will cry and so 
will I. She will have been CHANGED FOR GOOD. 
 
I would appreciate a written response addressing all of my questions, concerns, and 
requests. I am open to discussing my concerns with any of the administrators or board 
members. 
 
Please consider an additional board meeting for October 29 in an effort to adhere to the 
ISBE guidelines of increasing the frequency and consistency of communication with 
parents. 
 
Please declare teachers in D54 are essential workers. 
 
Here is a table of the death statistics provided in the above text. 
  



 

Age Suicide 2019 
Deaths 

Suicide 2020 
Deaths 

Covid-19 Deaths 

18 and under 0 3 0 

19- 29 3 2 0 

30-59 1 11 12 

TOTAL 4 16 12 

 
Stacy Gale 
  
Comment 33 
Elearning does not meet our expectations. My kids are tired and frustrated of sitting in front 
of screens. In my opinion academic level is extremely low, PE disappoints, art can not be 
even called (no manual artworks). I do not see any positive from elearning. These young 
generations are our future, we will experience the results of the way we treat them now. 
There will not be any empathy from them. Double think your future decisions. Is a political 
game worth our kids' future? I am extremely upset as a parent and I do not care about 
political correctness anymore as long as authorities do not consider my children seriously. 
Enough is enough. 
 
Malgorzata Danilczuk  
 
Comment 34 
Please let the kids go back to school! 
 
Barbara Golab 
 
Comment 35 
Please let our kids go back to school. Neither my kids and I am happy with the v-learning. 
I'm sure there is a better way to provide education even with today's pandemic. If so many 
other districts can be open just next to our district then I feel this is unfair to us that the 
parents have to be teachers.  
 
Aneta Kowalski 
 
Comment 36 
Please open the schools. 
 
Agnieszka Godek 
 



Comment 37 
I would like my children to back to in person school. 
 
Eliza Jarosz 
 
Comment 38 
Please, please open elementary and junior high schools again! 
 
Agnes Piorek 
 
Comment 39 
Let kids come back to school. 
 
Mirek Duda 
 
Comment 40 
What is the timeline to open up the schools? Other towns are open and thriving and we 
have no date still. We went from looking at deaths and now to cases but fail to look at the 
hospitalization for the cases of 18 years and under. These children are failing due to issues 
with Zoom and staying focus. 
 
Ashley Riney 
 
Comment 41 
I'm incredibly grateful to District 54 for putting the health of staff and students ahead of 
public pressure from those who are not acknowledging the nature of this crisis or the fact 
that we are in a pandemic. I know this is a very difficult time for everyone, but the risks of 
bringing students back are still too great. The teachers and staff at our kids' school are doing 
an amazing job and we are so grateful for the work from the administration and school 
board for all of their work in keeping students and staff safe. 
 
Patrick Bromley 
 
Comment 42 
I can’t begin to express how grateful I am to the teachers and support staff who have worked 
so hard to implement distance learning. I know you are receiving comments stating that kids 
MUST be in school. However, I agree that distance learning was the right call. It is clear 
that children can get and spread COVID-19 and we have seen it spread among students on 
college campuses. Of course I would love to see my kids back in school. But it just is not 
safe at this point. It would be foolish and irresponsible to open schools back up. I commend 
you for choosing the safety of students and staff.  
 
Jenny Ziolko 
 
  



Comment 43 
I would really like for the board and the teachers union to come to an agreement  on how 
we can get children back into school buildings - face to face with their teachers as soon as 
possible. We understand that this isn’t right for everyone but for those that want this option 
it should be considered. Our children are not engaged like they should be and even getting 
back to school on a part time basis would be progress. Working families are having to pay 
extra money to care for their children and children are becoming frustrated and easily 
distracted when asked to sit in front of their computers for 6 hours. Everyone is trying as 
hard as they can but it’s time to take steps to get back to normal and do more for our 
children. This district is supposed to be a leader and a benchmark to which others hold 
themselves to so we should act as a leader.  Please address the plans. 
 
Lia McCarthy 
 
Comment 44 
Please get our kids back in school. I have a child with an IEP and this e-learning is not 
working for him. He needs to be in school with a teacher to help him in person. He hasn't 
had his IEP minutes since March and this has really affected him. Our home is not a school 
and our kids can't concentrate being at home. 
 
Nicole Rofus  
 
Comment 45 
I want my child back in school. She is not learning anything on her chrome book. 
 
Patrycja Wojcik 
 
Comment 46 
Please reopen the schools. 
 
Justyna Mizia 
  
Comment 47 
Please let our kids back to school. It is way too much screen time for kids. And the quality 
of education our kids are getting is subpar - even when the teachers are doing the best. Kids 
need back to school to routine. 
 
Monika Buchacz 
 
Comment 48 
We want to have a choice to send our kids to school! Many are open and the kids are doing 
just fine! V-learning shouldn't be an option for that long period of time. Let the parents 
decide if they want to keep their kids home or if they want them to attend regular school.  
 
Ewa Szczoczarz 
 



Comment 49 
I am a Mom of an 11 year old boy - who is in 6th grade. My son is the only child and just 
the idea of not being able to sit with his classmates or eating lunch with them makes him 
really sad and frustrated. He is usually a very happy child but lately I have noticed mental 
change in his behavior . He cries a lot, gets upset more often, he has trouble sleeping, 
worries much more (11 year old kids should not worry about grown up stuff). He lost his 
appetite or that spark in his eyes. He feels lonely, and does not understand why this is 
happening and why he can not go back to school. During summer he attended summer 
camp with 20 other kids and had the best time. Teachers were wearing masks, asked kids to 
wash hands often and everything was great. No one got sick, no one was worried. Just the 
feel of normalcy for a bit. So here is my question, can district 54 work on in person learning? 
A lot of other districts are being successful with in person learning and there is no spike in 
cases. Kids need other kids to develop properly. We need to look at the numbers and focus 
on the well being of the kids- and make sure kids will be together. I am a true believer that if 
kids in the daycare can do it, I am sure much older kids can follow all the rules. 
 
Agata Opoka 
 
Comment 50 
As a parent with three kids in D54, I am writing to ask when you will present a plan for the 
kids to go back to school. Many districts around us have either gone back or have plans in 
place with specific dates for when their students will go back. I realize this is a very 
complicated process with many details to be figured out but if other school districts and 
private schools are doing it, D54, a leading public school in the state, should be figuring it 
out and communicating with families. I am very concerned about my children falling 
behind academically. I also know teachers and schools are doing all they can to make 
remote learning a smooth process (Thank you for the hard work!), but it is not the natural 
way for young kids to learn. My kids want to be in school even wearing masks. 
 
Kristin Johnson 
 
Comment 51 
What are your plans regarding in person return students to schools? 
 
Anna Kusyk 
 
Comment 52 
Happy Constitution Day!  On this day in 1787 the Constitution was signed.  Sad that at this 
time we are fighting for some of those rights again!  
 
I have questions and concerns about elearning.  I understand that many here may not have 
the same concerns. Some will even say they are happy with elearning.  And for those I say 
good for you. But not everyone is and that is why we need a better solution!  Not just service 
the few but provide choices for those that say elearning is not working! 
 
The District may be getting a credit for a day of school but it is not a day of learning for all 
the students! We have put people on the moon but we cannot put students in a class room in 



District 54!  What is clear is if putting people on the moon was left to this District it may not 
have happened.  So what do we have to do to get this done? 
 
District 54 has a budget of $286.6 million. This should be more than enough to cover 
expenses for opening the school for the approximately 68% of parents that want their 
children back in school. Start to think differently about how classes are held.  Maybe 
different groups of classes or students so there is less walking between classes? 
 
Why is this so important, besides elearning not working, there is the isolation of children 
from their peer groups. This puts them at a risk of poor adult health. This includes 
overweight, low IQ, smoking and alcohol misuse, just to list a few. And very sad to say the 
amount of children with anxiety, depression and the number of suicides have increased. 
And all of this totally out numbers the deaths of children from COVID 19.   
 
Additionally children with special needs are totally lost with e-learning! Schools are not 
providing the contracted services per their IEP! This is time they will never get back! 
 
This needs to change as many other schools and states have done to open up the 
classrooms. Call those schools and find out how they are doing this.   
 
Costco, Walmart and many other termed essential businesses remained open and continue 
to be open and there are hundreds of people that go in and out daily. Daycare‘s have 
remained open and now there are businesses and park districts setting up classrooms for 
group e-learning but this district can not find a way to open schools? 
 
Now is the time to start using the right data and make smarter decisions about our 
children’s future. It will be the biggest decision you will make but the wrong one will have 
the longest effects on our children and this country! 
 
Denise Wilson 
 
Comment 53 
Please get back our kids to school. 
 
Irina Dubikova 
 
Comment 54 
I have 3 kids in District 54 schools. One of my kids has special needs and is in an IEP 
program. I think that all kids should go back to schools. It’s better for their education and 
also for social emotional development. School should be open so our kids can get proper 
education.  
 
V-learning is not the same as going to school in person. V-learning is a really challenging 
and often frustrating process for kids. Especially for kids with special needs. All kids should 
go back to schools ASAP but especially kids in an IEP program.  
 
Anna Chrabaszcz 



Comment 55 
My name is Ashley Barra and I have 3 daughters attending Nerge School. I have always 
been impressed with the education my children receive, but now realize that Nerge teachers 
are working twice as hard with half the amount of learning happening in their students. 
Young children that can't read or tell time need an adult next to them at every moment. 
Schools all around us, Private schools, Itasca, Elmhurst, and Medinah have had children 
back to school in some way or another. Those children are already weeks ahead of the 
learning of our students. Every week that you push off a plan for hybrid or in person 
learning, those children will continue to outpace the students of 54.  According to your 
surveys, teachers want to come back. Allow families the option to return their children to 
school so they receive the education they deserve. Please quickly put into place a plan of 
action for getting children that you serve into the classroom.  
 
Ashley Barra 
 
Comment 56 
I know you’re trying hard to make this work and so do we the parents. But it’s not working. 
Teachers are not responding to emails neither from parents nor from students. If I or my 
child have any questions we have to email the principal. And she’s the only one who 
answers emails. Could you please instruct the teachers to answer emails. My daughter is 
constantly getting tardy because of Zoom not working. And what happened to MAP 
testing??? 
 
Barbara Okoniewska 
 
Comment 57 
Please consider opening schools for children with IEPs. My son struggles with learning on 
an IPad all day. The gap between him and his peers is widening. Other districts have special 
education kids and children that are in general ed classrooms but with an IEP in school and 
not doing remote learning. Please do the same in our district. 
 
Cynthia Miller 
 
Comment 58 
Put the kids back in a classroom. 
 
Lynn Markewycz 
 
Comment 59 
I wish the school will open soon. The V-learning is not working. My son can't concentrate 
and he is not taking this whole v-learning seriously. It's hard for me to see him sitting in his 
bedroom all by himself everyday.  Kids need to be with other kids at school. Playing and 
learning together. It's not ok for kids to sit by the tablet all day long. It's not healthy. He is 
crying everyday, he wants to go back to school and not sitting by the tablet. The tablet 
freezes up most of the time. He can't do his homework and sometimes go on a zoom. It's 
frustrating.   



 
And if the school will open I think masks should not be required. It's not healthy for kids to 
wear masks all day. Also social distances should not be required. Kids should be with other 
kids and be able to play and spend time together.   
 
Ilona Sawicki 
 
Comment 60 
The Hale staff and district have done a great job so far. My hope is that you will consider an 
in school option soon. My child is struggling with being on a computer all day.  He is not 
able to focus all day and he is not getting his work done. I sit with him and have had to quit 
my job to ensure his work gets done. He has an IEP and this confusing bouncing around 
and with the typing required it is not working for him. We are having to deal with anxiety 
issues several times a day. 
 
Anne Diaz 
 
Comment 61 
We have two daughters who attend a District 54 school. Our youngest just started 
kindergarten 3 weeks ago and is struggling with online learning. She, and our oldest who is 
a 6th grader, are at a daycare while my husband and I are at work. I know they are doing 
the best they can, however it is not the same as if they were in person, as there’s always 
issues with WiFi, links to Zoom or Seesaw are not functioning, and the lack of interaction 
with their teachers and other students. We understand the restrictions due to COVID, 
however if D54 could introduce l, even a hybrid model, it would help them out, especially 
our Kindergartener, tremendously. Thank you! 
 
Samantha Polk 
 
Comment 62 
I am a working mom working from home and am trying to juggle between my job and my 
kids’ education. Both of my kids are struggling and have had multiple breakdowns. I feel 
like Mental Health is at stake and kids need to go back to school even if it’s on a hybrid 
basis. Current way of learning is just not working. 
 
Lisa Beretta 
 
Comment 63 
I just wanted to reach out to say thank you to the D54 school board and administration. I 
cannot imagine how difficult the past six months have been as you have had to keep up with 
IDPH and CDC regulations, ever-changing logistics, and frustrated, stressed families. The 
decision to go remote was NOT an easy one, but I am so grateful that you prioritized safety 
- human lives - over what may seem to many as "what is easiest:” traditional school. It 
seems that many community members don't understand that going back to in-person classes 
would not be easy at all, and would not look like what everyone is used to before the 
pandemic. It saddens me that some families feel that the virus is not serious simply because 
it has not impacted their immediate families. I know I speak for many of my neighbors and 



my family when I say that while we miss the traditional look of school for our children, we 
are grateful that their health and safety are being prioritized. This helps keep staff members 
and the community at large safer as well. It is tough, but it is temporary. This is a pandemic, 
and while we all wish it would disappear, I'd rather have more temporary discomfort over 
even one lost life. Thank you for making these tough choices and leading during these 
difficult times. 
 
Erika Bromley  
 
Comment 64 
Please let our children go back to in person learning! 
 
Teagen Ross 
 
Comment 65 
I had 3 kids at DS54 and because of vlearning I was obligated to pull them out of school in 
order to save my work, house and my sanity. I would like to know when you are going to 
open schools. Not everyone can work from home. Vlearning is not for everyone. This 
district used to be amazing. That is why we moved here 4 years ago and now we get no help 
and it is not fair!! We pay teachers' salaries. We should have a say. We should vote. 
Whoever is afraid to send their kids to school, give them vlearning option but us, who want 
kids to go back, give us an option too. Other districts are opening up...if you really  think 
about kids first. Kids need to be in school. Do you know that suicide rate is up 250%!!! This 
is dangerous. Kids need socialization. They need their friends, their teachers. Take our kids 
back to school. 
  
Elisabeta Teodoru  
 
Comment 66 
The classroom needs to be opened for young elementary students first who need constant 
attention. It is almost impossible for full time working parents to sit with them all day and 
be expected to work at the same time. Then the Junior high students also need face to face 
instruction and to see their peers for their mental well being. 
 
Natalie Ocon  
 
Comment 67 
We are praying the school reopens as my daughter needs the in person interaction for 
kindergarten. She is currently at a daycare since my husband & I are essential workers & 
have worked through all of this. Remote learning is hard to do with so many other kids on 
different schedules than her. She told her teacher the first time she virtually met her that she 
wants to see her in person. We appreciate your consideration and reopening! 
 
Alison Lynch  
  



Comment 68 
Back to school. 
 
Elzbieta Sukiennik 
 
Comment 69 
Thank you for setting up an excellent virtual  program. My Kindergarten daughter is totally 
engaged and following the schedule and teachers have been extremely helpful. I would 
request you to continue having Virtual Option open. I am not at all comfortable sending my 
daughter in person because she is immunocompromised. Virtual school has been working 
for us really well. We understand some parents want in person schools and I totally respect 
their choice. Please keep a virtual option for parents like us who are not comfortable with 
Hybrid or In person. Thank you for all the hard work that sd54 has put in during this 
pandemic. You all have been great! 
 
Deepshri Santane  
 
Comment 70 
We are NOT comfortable sending the kids to school yet. The teacher is doing an amazing 
job online and my 1st grader is doing fine with elearning. Please continue this til there is a 
vaccine or cases go down. 
 
Ruchi  
 
Comment 71 
I am not in favor of sending my kid to school in person. In the present situation it's not safe. 
 
Mayanka Pathak  
 
Comment 72 
As parents of SD54 children, our number one concern is their safety and their physical and 
mental health. The current V-Learning strategy that you have implemented is negatively 
impacting both their physical and mental health. 
 

● They are less physically active since they don’t have interactions with their peers, 
and as parents, there’s only so much we can do to keep them active after a very long 
day of staring at a screen. 

● Their mental health is being negatively impacted due to the lack of social interaction, 
which is leading to depression, anxiety, and a host of other factors.   
 

Should this current V-Learning strategy continue much longer, we fear the impact to the 
children will be long term, and negatively affect their growth, progression, and ability to 
succeed. We recognize the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 virus, but we should agree 
on certain facts when making life altering decisions to those who are under our care. 
 



1. Even with a vaccine, the virus will be here for many more months, if not for over 
another year. 

2. The most recent CDC findings show that students are extremely unlikely to die from 
this virus, and while they may be carriers, social distancing, wearing masks, and 
hand washing/sanitization greatly reduce the impact of transmission. 
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/15/health/coronavirus-children-deaths-
wellness/index.html 

3. Public, Private, and religious schools, the YMCA, and day care centers in our area 
have been open successfully for over a month, with minimal documented cases of 
transmission.  Even if cases do arise, since they are following the CDC guidelines, 
any transmission should be greatly limited. 

4. In your last polling of parents, the majority of parents wanted their children to have 
in-school learning. Parents should be able to choose in person or virtual learning as 
the District had proposed before the start of the school year. 

5. We know that most teachers want to have the children back in school, if the 
appropriate safety guidelines are in place. 

6. V-learning is not a replacement for in-person learning.  It is nowhere near as 
effective, impactful, or meaningful. 

7. Interactive sports have been approved with safety guidelines in place, and there’s 
little documented cases of transmission. 

 
What is unclear to parents today is what is holding you, the board from approving opening 
the schools. 

1. What are the documented prerequisites that must be achieved before you approve in-
person learning? 

2. Are you being prohibited from activating in-person learning based on some state or 
local restriction from the IDPH or some other healthcare organization? 

 
In conclusion, we strongly encourage you to open the schools for in-person learning.  We 
understand there are challenges that come with opening, but other schools are successfully 
managing in person learning.  The teachers that feel uncomfortable with in-person teaching, 
can be relegated to V-Learning.  Parents can opt for in-person or V-Learning.  Those 
choosing in-person should be made to sign legal waivers to not hold the school responsible.  
Using Apps, every parent should complete a health-check verification every morning, 
verifying their child is not sick in any way (flu, cold, or any symptoms) before their child 
can attend school that morning. 
 
We agree with you that this is a major health issue.  However, we see it as a health issue 
that is not only impacting the larger population, but one that by your actions of not allowing 
in-person learning, is directly and negatively impacting our children’s physical and mental 
health, even if they haven’t contracted the virus. 
We strongly encourage you to allow in-person learning immediately, with the appropriate 
safety and health guidelines in place. 
 
Ali & Jessica Faraj 
 
Tom & Terrie Wnukowski 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/15/health/coronavirus-children-deaths-wellness/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/15/health/coronavirus-children-deaths-wellness/index.html


 
Comment 73 
I would like to ask you to consider 2 requests:  

1. open the schools part time or full time.  
2. reduce time in front of the computer for Zoom meetings.  

 
Evidence to support #1 request: kids require more individual attention while learning, 
which can't be offered from home (both working parents). 
#2: too much screen time, affects child's health including headaches, impact on the eyesight, 
addiction to electronic devices. 
 
Eleonora Kozak  
 
Comment 74 
I'm not ready to send my kid to school this year until the vaccine comes. 
 
Reena Nadakudithi  
 
Comment 75 
We are in support of virtual learning for Kindergartners and not comfortable with in person 
for now. Please consider this. 
 
Shalu Rijhwani  
 
Comment 76 
My 2nd grader at Churchill needs to be back to school, not online.  He needs ESL support, 
too. Please consider to open school. 
 
Miki Miura  
 
Comment 77 
I feel like these kids aren’t learning, I struggle with my first grader at home to do this e-
learning. She gets frustrated when your teacher does not pick up the zoom when she needs 
help to get the teachers don’t want us to help them. I can’t help my daughter when the 
teacher isn’t helping her either. I do feel like these children need to be back in school. They 
need the surrounding of the teachers to learn being at home stuck in a room by themselves is 
not helping them learn. 
 
Randy Mikkelsen  
 
Comment 78 
Again, I would like to commend district staff and especially, the staff and faculty at Dooley  
for their incredibly hard work with virtual learning. I continue to be so impressed with how 
flexible everyone has been with adapting to virtual learning, while continuing to provide  a 
quality education to their students. 
Erin Moeller - Erin0720@gmail.com 

mailto:Erin0720@gmail.com


 
Comment 79 
I would like to start out by thanking all the faculty and administration in District 54 that 
have made remote learning possible.  You have provided a safe and consistent learning 
experience for my children. 
  
We need to make sure we are utilizing all available data in our decision making process.  
The Illinois Department of Public Health data for Region 10 which includes District 54 
shows that over the last 30 days the positivity rate in covid tests has only gone down a small 
amount, from 6.4% to 5.5%.  Hospital admissions in the region have remained steady at 19 
per day.  In short, the virus has not gone away in any significant capacity, and putting kids 
together in classrooms is going to cause surges in the numbers, and ultimately an increase in 
deaths in our community. 
  
There are other practical considerations in sending kids back to school.  Is there a pool of 
substitute teachers available?  Inevitably we will see teachers get sick or perhaps have to stay 
home due to exposure to someone who is sick, or to take care of a family member.  Who 
will fill in for those teachers?  With remote learning we keep our teachers healthy and avoid 
those kinds of major disruptions. If we rush back to classrooms we may get ourselves into a 
situation where literally have nobody to teach a class. 
  
Keeping everyone alive and healthy needs to remain our top priority.  We should do our 
best to make remote learning as effective as possible for now.  We can provide remedial help 
to students at a later date as needed. 
 
Brad Griffis  
 
Comment 80 
Don't favor sending my kid to school. It is not safe in current circumstances. Please be 
considerate towards kids. 
 
Nikhil Shakkarwar  
 
Comment 81 
Please reopen the schools. Kids need to go back to regular routine instead of remote 
learning. Our kids need interaction with teachers and peers, not more screen time! Parents 
have to work and pay for daycares, study groups, babysitters, because the schools are 
closed. My son struggles every day with zoom meetings and homework because at the 
daycare there is only one dedicated teacher who tries to help all  kids from different schools 
and grades to log in the meetings and do their assignments, so it is not really possible to 
focus on one student, his assignments and schedule. Our kids need teachers who will be 
standing in front of them not behind the screens. I think many private schools, daycares and 
other camps opened till now without any outbreak prove it can be done safely for the 
teachers and the students. I think the schools should be part of essential services like 
hospitals and grocery stores. We should have an option of remote learning for the most 
vulnerable groups of teachers and students, or for those who are not comfortable coming 



back, but the majority of healthy students and teachers should be where they belong  - in 
school. 
 
Sylwia Wiatr  
 
Comment 82 
Please give a start date for in person instruction for elementary school. 
 
Malgorzata Szynalik 
 
Comment 83 
Due to increasing COVID-19 cases, still feel uncomfortable to send kids to schools and 
prefer to have virtual school until condition gets in control or till vaccination is available. 
Small kids cannot take care of wearing masks all time with sanitizing hands every now and 
then. Request to please consider our request to continue virtual learning until condition gets 
in control. 
 
Khushbu Bansal 
 
Comment 84 
Our school is great but V-learning doesn’t work for my family. It is not healthy for them to 
be in front of the screen for that long. They struggle with focus and attention. I believe 
school district 54 can do better for our kids. Kids should be in school!!! 
 
Anita Trzaskacz  
 
Comment 85 
As a grandparent of 3 Schaumburg students, I am frustrated by the difficulty of the e-
learning program. My grandkids spend too much time waiting to join a class, staring at a 
blank screen. They do “dream box” under other students‘ name. How can the teachers 
know about their progress if they are working under others’ names? I realize this is not the 
fault of the teachers. They want to go back and so do the kids. These children are isolated 
and falling behind academically, socially, and emotionally. Please allow these children back 
in the classroom like so many districts around us. 
 
Evelyn Rainwaters  
 
Comment 86 
By way of introduction, we are the Rainwaters, from out west.  We have been spending the 
week with our grandkids as they navigate the at home, e-learning , that began this week.  
Our daughter and son in law both work, so we volunteered to be with the kids. 
 
Let's be clear: We are grandparents. We tire easily. We don't always see or hear well. We 
are NOT teachers. We are NOT teachers' aides. We are NOT computer experts. 
We are NOT very good disciplinarians of our own grandkids in this e-learning environment. 
We are NOT Zoom savvy. 



 
I suspect that all of the stakeholders, including administrators, teachers, parents and 
children are all very frustrated at this point. You implemented 100% E-learning during the 
early stages of the pandemic. Suspect that you would probably give it a C at best. Now the 
new school year is here and you are implementing 100% E-learning again. Do you really 
think the outcomes will be any different? What's different about e-learning this time? 
 
When it comes to education, we are told "that it's always about the kids."  Is it really?  You 
are asking 1st graders to sit in front of a small tablet screen for 6 hours or more every day. 
And the experts have been telling all of us for years that being in front of a computer screen 
all day is not good for you. From what I've observed, the program that is being used is good. 
When I have seen a teacher, they have all been enthusiastic and engaged.  
 
What's missing?  Social interaction with other kids. These are kids. They would rather play 
than go to school. No recess on the playground. Go outside and run around the house by 
yourself for 15 minutes. They want to make friends, to have friends.  
 
What's missing?  In person, teacher student feedback.  How do the teachers know that the 
student has really learned it?  How does the student know that he learned it?  How does the 
teacher reinforce good behavior over Zoom? Kids need to hear from their teacher, face to 
face, how they are doing, good or bad.  
 
What's missing?  A structured classroom environment. We have desks in a playroom and 
the appropriate tablets, etc.  What we don't have are the other kids and the teacher.  You are 
relying on Zoom to fill in the blanks.  Zoom can make or break the day. When the screen 
goes black, the kids are off and running. You've lost control. Do you really think the kids 
will wait in the waiting room to be brought back to the classroom.  I understand that Zoom 
is the answer for now, but it's not THE answer.   
 
I've asked the kids about how they liked school: 
 
"It's boring being here, we are not in school." 
"I hate school.  I wish I was back in school last year (kindergarten)." 
"I didn't learn anything today. I'm bored." 
 
These are kids who liked school.  I'm hoping that they are not learning how to NOT like 
school. 
 
I cannot imagine  what your job must be like and we appreciate that you are making 
decisions that you think benefit all of the stakeholders.  However, can we get the kids back 
to the classrooms, if even on a hybrid basis?  Other school districts are making it happen.  
Districts not that far from here. 
 
Jim Rainwaters  
 
  



Comment 87 
I hope and support our children to be placed in person for school. We as parents can 
encourage proper mask adherence and good hand hygiene. Please consider a plan as soon as 
possible to have our children back in person. Our children need this for their education 
along with promoting socialization and support for their mental health!  
 
Diane Korzen 
 
Comment 88 
Back to school  
Pankowska Karolina 
 
Comment 89 
I would like to acknowledge the teachers who have worked so very hard through all of this. 
I know it hasn’t been easy and they need to know that there are many, many families in our 
district that recognize this and are grateful for all their hard work and dedication.    
 
Tricia Gallagher 
 
 


