A Parent’s Guide
to Understanding Scores on MAP
Students in kindergarten through eighth
grade will be assessed in reading and
math in the fall, winter and spring of
each year.
These assessments help teachers
 learn your child’s strengths, as well
as areas where help is needed;
 provide instruction most
appropriate for your child; and
 determine your child’s academic
growth in reading and math over
the course of the school year.
This guide is intended to


help you understand the MAP
assessment;



assist you in understanding how to
read the parent report; and



provide you with tips for helping
your child prepare for testing.

The MAP assessment and much of the
information in this booklet is brought to
you by the Northwest Education
Association (NWEA), a nonprofit
organization committed to helping
schools improve learning for all
students.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is a MAP assessment?
MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) is a computerized
adaptive assessment that measures your child’s
knowledge of reading and math. All students are asked
the same number of questions, but the difficulty of each
question is based on how well a student answers all the
previous questions. As the student answers correctly,
questions become more difficult. If the student answers
incorrectly, the questions become easier and then
become progressively more challenging. This enables the
assessment to precisely identify the full spectrum of a
student’s strengths and weaknesses. MAP tests are
aligned to the Illinois Learning Standards. To better
measure some of the more complex Common Core
Standards, students will experience responses in
multiple choice, hot spot, drag-and-drop and click-andpop formats.
When will I get the results of my child’s assessment?
In the fall and winter, parents will receive the
assessment results during parent-teacher conferences. A
final report will be shared in the spring.
How are the assessment results used?
MAP assessments are used to measure student progress
and growth in reading and math. These assessments will
help teachers understand your child’s areas of strength
and weakness and provide appropriate instruction.

How long does it take to complete an assessment?
Although the assessments are not timed, it usually takes
students about one hour to complete each assessment.
Students taking Primary MAP (kindergarten and first
grade) usually take about 45 minutes to complete the
assessment.
What is a RIT score?
RIT stands for Rasch Unit, which is used to measure a
student’s academic growth over the course of the
student’s academic career in our district. The score is
unrelated to the age or grade of the student, but reflects
the level at which the student is currently performing.
Where can I go to learn more about the MAP
assessments?
If you have any questions regarding MAP scores or how
the test is administered, please call your child’s teacher,
principal or Assistant Superintendent Paul Goldberg at
(847) 357-5043. Additional information can also be
found on the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA)
website: www.nwea.org or on the District 54 website at
http://sd54.org/assessment.
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1. Growth Comparison Period: The terms that define the time frame for
which RIT Growth, Growth Projection and Student RIT Projection values are
calculated.
2. Student RIT: The student’s score for each term.
3. District Grade Level Mean RIT: Average RIT score for students in the same
school district and same grade who tested at the same time as the student
named on this report. If it doesn’t appear, the district testing window is not
yet closed.

4. Norm Grade Level Mean RIT: Average score for students who were in the
same grade and who tested in the same term, as observed in the most
recent NWEA norms study. If the Norm Grade Level Mean RIT bar doesn’t
appear, this indicates that no norm data is available for that particular school
or subject.
5. Student RIT Projection: The projected RIT score when the student takes a
future test. This projection is based on student’s actual RIT score in the first
term of the Growth Comparison Period, and on the average RIT growth of
students who were in the same grade and who tested in the same term. The
average growth comes from the most recent NWEA norms study.
6. Goal Performance: Lists each goal area included in the test taken in the
selected term and a goal range or descriptive adjective of this student’s
score. An explanation of each goal performance area can be found on our
website at http://sd54.org/maptest. The possible descriptors are:


Low: Student is performing at the 20th percentile or lower



LoAvg: Student is performing between the 20th and 40th percentiles



Avg: Student is performing between the 40th and 60th percentiles



HiAvg: Student is performing between the 60th and 80th percentiles



High: Student is performing at the 80th percentile or higher



If goal performance cannot be calculated, an asterisk (*) appears. The
student may have answered too many items incorrectly or too few items
may have been available in the RIT range assessed.

7. Term/Year: Indicates the term and year in which the test event occurred.
Keep in mind that if a term spans more than one year (for example, from
2009 to 2010), the latter of the two years is used. For example, WI10 reflects
a term which begins on December 1, 2009 and ends on February 28, 2010.
FA — fall, WI — winter, SP — spring, SU — summer.
8. Grade: Grade of the student when the test was taken.
9. RIT: Middle number is the student’s RIT score. The numbers on either side
of the RIT score define the score +/- the standard error. If retested soon, the
student’s score would fall within this range most of the time.
10. RIT Growth: The growth in RIT points made between the two terms in the
Growth Comparison Period.
11. Growth Projection: Average growth of students who were in the same
grade and began the same term at a similar RIT score, as observed in the
most recent NWEA norms study.
12. Percentile Range: The number in the middle is this student’s percentile
rank, or the percentage of students who had a RIT score less than or equal to
this student’s score according to the most recent NWEA norms study. The
numbers on either side of the percentile rank define the percentile range
(the RIT score +/- standard error). If retested soon, this student’s percentile
rank would be within this range most of the time.
Gray text in this box identifies invalid tests as well as tests that are valid but
do not provide growth data. These test results are excluded from summary
statistics. A test may have been invalidated because test duration was too
short, for example.

13. Lexile Range: This range appears when the student has taken a reading
test. You can use it with online resources to identify appropriately
challenging books, periodicals and other reading material for each student.

More About MAP
The Testing Experience

Which children take the MAP test

When your student sits down at the computer for the first time, the
computer will select and display an item that is appropriate for his
grade level. After that, the computer will select items specifically for
that student depending on how he performs on all of the previous
items. If the student misses an item, the computer selects an easier
item and continues this way until an appropriate instructional level is
reached for the student so that each student takes a unique test. This
gives each student a fair opportunity to show what he or she knows
and can do.

Students in kindergarten through eighth grade will be assessed in
reading and math in the fall, winter and spring of each year. Students
in kindergarten and first grade take the MAP for Primary Grades.

How your child’s teacher uses the MAP results



MAP tests provide highly accurate results that can be used to
 Identify the skills and concepts individual students have learned
 Diagnose instructional needs
 Monitor academic growth over time
 Make data-driven decisions at the classroom, school and district
levels
 Place new students into appropriate instructional programs



MAP is only one indication of how well your child is doing in
mathematics and reading. You should also consider how well your
child is doing on classwork, special projects and other assessments.

Ways to help your student prepare for testing





Meet with your child’s teacher as often as needed to discuss his
progress. Ask the teacher to suggest activities for you and your
child to do at home to help prepare for tests and improve your
child’s understanding of schoolwork. Parents and teachers
working together benefits students.
Provide a quiet, comfortable place for studying at home.
Make sure that your child is well rested on school days and
especially the day of a test. Children who are tired are less able to
pay attention in class or to handle the demands of a test.
Give your child a well-rounded diet. A healthy body leads to a
healthy, active mind.
Provide books and magazines for your child to read at home. By
reading new materials, a child learns new words that might appear
on a test. Ask your child’s school about a suggested outside
reading list or get suggestions from the public library.
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